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The Japan-Texas Symposium is a program of Sister Cities International in partnership with
the Koyamada International Foundation (KIF), hosted by the City of San Antonio
and supported by the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Japan.
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As Governor of Texas, I am pleased
to welcome everyone attending
the 2019 Japan-Texas Leadership
Symposium in San Antonio.

The decades of relations between
Japan and the Lone Star State have
forged an impressive bond. Texas
has always been home to people of
different languages and customs,
all uniting together to create an
even better and brighter future for our state.
This includes the many people of Japanese
descent that have long called our state home
and have played an important role in making
Texas the best state in the nation by enriching
our society and adding to our vibrant melting
pot of cultures and traditions.

This long and historic relationship between
Texas and Japan has brought advantage to both
sides, in the forms of mutually beneficial trade
and valuable cultural and community exchange.
In the decades to come, this relationship will
continue to grow and be one of the world’s most
significant as Texas and Japan work toward
common goals of prosperity, strength, and
peace.

I know this symposium will be a wonderful
opportunity for you all to make new contacts
and exchange ideas. I commend you all on your
efforts to continue building bridges between
Texas and Japan.

First Lady Cecilia Abbott joins me in wishing
you a successful event.

Sincerely,
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Ron Nirenberg

Every action hasits originin an idea, an inspiration,
a need and an opportunity. This Symposium was
born from the relationship between Japan and the
State of Texas and its many sister city relationships
within the Sister Cities International Network -
San Antonio, Fort Worth, Houston, Dallas, and El
Paso, Texas. It gathered force and purpose from
the hundreds of inspired ideas that 441 Japan/
US sister cities of record have generated over
the past six decades. It was necessitated by the
need to renew, redefine and refocus our people to
people and sustained community to community
relationships to address the community challenges
of today amidst the dynamics in the Japan - US bi
national relationship. It harnesses the opportunity
to draw attention to the 162 sustaining linkages
of these relationships as we celebrate the 63rd
anniversary of the establishment of the Sister
Cities International Citizen Diplomacy Network,
and among others to strengthen, enliven, and
accelerate growth of our relationships.

The Symposium offers an opportunity to
explore our horizons, to plan and commit to more
adventures together. Here we pause for a moment,
look back and determine where we plan to go on
together.

In these moments of reflection, debate and
decision, it is worth considering that our future
will be shaped by the actions of those who live
locally and choose to act and think globally. This
is the cause and the purpose that should drive all
who promote collaboration and understanding
between communities. From our independence
we choose to build a better world by realizing our
interdependence. The Symposium focuses on a
unique set of sister city relationships between the
two leading countries, Japan and the United States
of America. This focus provides an opportunity to
frame our discussions.

Roger-Mark De Souza

Shin Koyamada
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The success of the Symposiumwill befound by the
friendships forged, by the collaboration renewed,
by the actions and projects and programs agreed
and delivered. Our time in San Antonio marks not
the end but a new beginning on a journey that can
and will make a difference in the world.

So enjoy, participate and create in whatever way
works for each of you in this Symposium...but seek
to find the practical gem of an action, no matter
how small, that can make a difference, if tackled
together. Ever mindful of the poetic words of
Emperor Akihito: “These Sunflowers grown/From
Seeds presented to us/How tall they grow/Their
leaves spreading out widely/In the early Summer
Light!!”

Yours Sincerely,
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JAPAN-TEXAS
LEADERSHIP SYMPOSIUM

Welcome to Texas!

THFFANELSTZ!

We, the State and Local
Host Committee  Chairs,
are delighted to welcome
all delegates to  this
unprecedented 2019 Japan-
Texas Leadership Symposium.

In this historic year of the 63rd anniversary
of the establishment by President Eisenhower
of Sister Cities International Citizen Diplomacy
Network, we are honored to be the co-hosts
of this important bi national gathering of
national and state officials, diplomats, business,
academic and civic leaders and engaged citizen
diplomats.

We invite you to use this thought and action
oriented Symposium to continue to build on the
close historical cultural, economic and people
to people links between Japan and the United

States.

Michael S. Hyatt A 7I\17v}
Sister Cities International & E R hikERmh
Chair Emeritus ME&Ta&

Welcome to San Antonio!
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This Symposium has been made possible thanks to
professionalism of many committed citizen diplomats.

Chair of the State of Texas Honorary Host Committee:
Mr. Michael S. Hyatt,
Chairman Emeritus of Sister Cities International

the teamwork and
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Chair of the San Antonio Honorary Host Committee:
The Honorable Rebecca Viagran,
Council Member, City of San Antonio

Steering Committee Co-Chairs:

Mr. Roger-Mark De Souza, Sister Cities International

Ms. Shahrzad Dowlatshabhi, City of San Antonio

Mr. Shin Koyamada, Koyamada International Foundation
Mr. Tim Quigley, Sister Cities International

Koyamada International Foundation in Japan and U.S.A
Mrs. Nia Lyte, President

Mr. Shin Koyamada, Chairman

(Listed in alphabetical order)

Mr. Sho Asai, Senior Board Member and Executive Director of KIF Japan
Mr. Akitsune Mashiko, Program Coordinator of KIF

Mr. Masashi Oda, Deputy Executive Director of KIF Japan

Mr. Craig Reid - Advisor to KIF

Mrs. Marissa Solis - A Board Member of KIF

Mr. Kenta Tomita - Program Coordinator of KIF Japan

Mr. Takato Watabe - Program Coordinator of KIF

Mr. Kazufumi Watanabe - Senior Board Member and International
Director of KIF Japan

Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Japan

Ambassador Kazutoshi Aikawa, Minister Plenipotentiary and Deputy
Chief of Mission, Embassy of Japan in the United States of America

Mr. Hideo Fukushima, Consul General of Japan in Houston

Mr. Takehiro Shimada, Minister for Communications and Cultural
Affairs; Director for Japan Information Center, Embassy of Japan

Texas-Japan Office in Tokyo, Japan
Mr. Hiroyuki Watanabe, Director, Texas Japan Office

San Antonio

City of San Antonio

The Honorable Ron Nirenberg, Mayor

The Honorable Rebecca Viagran, City Councilwoman

Maj. Gen. Juan Ayala, USMC (Retired), Director of Office of Military Affairs
Mr. Rene Dominguez, Director of Economic Development

Ms. Patricia Muzquiz Cantor, Director of Convention and Sports
Facilities

Ms. Debbie Racca-Sittre, Director of Arts & Culture

City Staff (Listed in alphabetical order)

Ms. Sally Basurto, City of San Antonio, Government and Public Affairs
Mr. Joshua Castillo, Economic Development Department

Mr. Ian Cruz, EDD-International Relations Office

Ms. Sherry Dowlatshahi, EDD-International Relations Office

Ms. Delia Garcia, Convention and Sports Facilities

Ms. Rocio Guenther, EDD-International Relations Office

Ms. Martha Henry, EDD-International Relations Office

Mr. Alex Sarabia, Mayor’s Office

Mr. Carlos Valenzuela, Government and Public Affairs

Mr. Scott Valadez, San Antonio Police Dept.

Special Thanks to the Support of:

Ms. Mao Baxter, Accounting Clerk, Nissei Plastic Machinery America, Inc
Ms. Donna Cole, President & CEO, Cole Chemical

Ms. Ruth Cotter, Sr Vice President, AMD

Mr. Leo Gomez, President & CEO, Brooks

Mr. Junichi Kubota, Vice President, Nissei Plastic Machinery America, Inc
Mr. Max Navarro, Chairman, Board of Directors Vutex Inc. and
Operational Technologies

Mr. Jim Perschbach, President & CEO, Port San Antonio

Mr. Hozumi Yoda, President of Nissei Plastic Industrial Co. Ltd

Mr. Kevin Voelkel, President of Toyota Motor Manufacturing, Texas, Inc.
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Community Outreach Members

(Listed in alphabetical order by organization and individual)

Dr. Renee Drabier, Alamo Colleges

Ms. Carol Fimmen, Alamo Colleges

Judge Peter Sakai, Bexar County

Ms. Amber Gilbert, Brooks

Ms. Erin Villarreal, Brooks

Ms. Yuka Dorsey, Japan-America Society of San Antonio (JASSA)
Ms. Carol Loveless, Japan-America Society of San Antonio (JASSA)
Mr. Rick Torres, Japan-America Society of San Antonio (JASSA)

Mr. Nobuaki Yokoo, Japan-America Society of San Antonio (JASSA)
Mr. Suhail Arastu, Musical Bridges Around the World (MBAW)

Ms. Anya Grokhovski, Musical Bridges Around the World (MBAW)
Ms. Elena Portnaya, Musical Bridges Around the World (MBAW)
Ms. Beth Costello, Naoko Mitsui Shirane Foundation

Sr. Margit Nagy, Our Lady of the Lake University

Mr. Juan Antonio Flores, Port San Antonio

Ms. Jamie Bloodsworth, San Antonio Economic Development
Foundation

Ms. Sarah Sanchez, San Antonio Economic Development Foundation
Ms. Miyako Wallace, Sogetsu Ikabana

Mr. Amir Samandi, Summer of Service (SOS) - San Antonio

Ms. Luisa Casso, Toyota Motor Manufacturing, Texas, Inc. (TMMTX)
Mr. Hitoshi Ugi, Japanese Companies Association

Ms. Ginger Wu, Trinity University

Dr. Marcos Fragoso, University of the Incarnate Word (UIW)

Dr. Javier Lozano, University of the Incarnate Word (UIW)

Mr. Kevin Salfen, University of the Incarnate Word (UIW)

Dr. Lisa Montoya, University of Texas at San Antonio (UTSA)

Ms. Hiromi Stringer, University of Texas at San Antonio (UTSA)

Ms. Mimi Yu, University of Texas at San Antonio (UTSA)

Mr. Robert Thrailkill, Zachary Hospitality, LLC

Sister Cities International

Board

Mr. Ron Nirenberg, Chairman of the Board

Mr. Tim Quigley, Chair Emeritus and President of SCI Foundation
Mr. Michael Hyatt, Chair Emeritus

Mr. Shin Koyamada, Board Member

Mr. Suhail Arastu, Board Member

Ms. Polly Yu, Board Member

Staff (Listed in alphabetical order)

Mr. Roger-Mark De Souza, Sister Cities International
Ms. Carolina Krauskopf, Sister Cities International
Ms. Leletha Marshall, Sister Cities International

Ms. Shakarra McGuire, Sister Cities International
Ms. Shambhavi Thakur, Sister Cities International

Sister Cities International National Volunteer Field Team
Mr. Carlo Capua, City of Fort Worth

Mr. Kevin O’Donnell, Japanese Consulate in San Francisco
Mr. Sachin Radhakrishnan, City of San Jose

We would also like to thank our providers and vendors:

The Hilton Palacio Del Rio, CE Group, RK Group, FastSigns,
Sogetsu Ikebana, San Jose Stock, GPC Consulting, PSAV,
Caprice Productions, Smart City San Antonio, Honyaku USA Inc.,
PhotoVideo Productions



50 YEARS OF INNOVATION
AND GLOBAL PARTNERSHIPS
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7:30 a.m. -
8:00 a.m.

8:00 a.m. -
9:00 a.m.

9:00 a.m.-
10:15a.m.

10:15 a.m.-
10:45 a.m.

March 27, 2019

Registration and Breakfast (Room 225ABC)

Registration opens early. Delegates are invited to enjoy breakfast and some early networking in the

room prior to the opening ceremony.

Opening Ceremony and Plenary Session (Room 225ABC)

Posting of flags by high school students from Summer of Service (SOS) and presentation of the national
anthems of Japan and the United States of America.

Inauguration of symposium with participation by distinguished invitees in the following order:

* Mr. Michael Hyatt, Senior Vice President - Investments, UBS Financial Services; Chairman Emeritus of
Sister Cities International & Chairman of Texas State Host Committee

* Councilwoman Rebecca Viagran, San Antonio City Councilwoman & Chair of Local Host Committee

* Mr. Shin Koyamada, Chairman, Koyamada International Foundation; A Board Member, Sister Cities

International; CEO, Shinca

* Mr. Roger-Mark De Souza, President and CEO, Sister Cities International
* Mayor Ron Nirenberg, Mayor of San Antonio; Chairman, Sister Cities International
* Judge Peter Sakai, Judge-225th District Court Bexar County and Board member, US-Japan Council

* Judge Nelson Wolff, Bexar County Judge

* Secretary David Whitley, Secretary of State of Texas representing Governor Greg Abbott

» Congressman Joaquin Castro, U.S. Congressman; Co-Chair of U.S. Japan Caucus

* Mr. Rick A. Ruth, Senior Advisor, Bureau of Educational and Cultural Affairs, U.S. Department of State.

» Ambassador Kazutoshi Aikawa, Minister Plenipotentiary and Deputy Chief of Mission, Embassy of
Japan in the United States of America; (A Letter from Mrs. Akie Abe, the Spouse of the Prime Minister

of Japan, reading by KIF President Nia Lyte)

Morning 1, Track 1, Economic Morning 1, Track 2, Cultural:

Why Do Japanese Companies Choose
Texas? (Room 225D)

This session explores factors that drive
Japanese companies to choose Texas, including
how cultural similarities between Japan and
Texas fuel business success. Japan is the No.1
international job creator in the United States,
with Texas being a major beneficiary.

* Mr. Leo Gomez, President and CEO, Brooks
(Moderator)

* Mr. Takaoki Niwa, President and CEO,
Mitsubishi Heavy Industries America, Inc.

* Ms. Jenna Saucedo-Herrera, President and
CEO, San Antonio Economic Development
Foundation

* Mr. Hozumi Yoda, President, Nissei Plastic
Industry

* Mr. Nobuaki Yokoo, President, Japan America
Society of San Antonio

Coffee Break
(Foyer Area)

Education and the Value of Japanese
Culture and Language to U.S. Audiences
(Room 221D)

This session highlights the value of teaching
Japanese culture, language and history to U.S.
audiences. It emphasizes outreach and educational
efforts that are building a greater understanding and
appreciation of Japanese culture and language.

* Mr. Takehiro Shimada, Minister for
Communications & Cultural Affairs, Embassy of
Japan (Moderator)

* Dr. Makiko Fukuda, Japanese Senior Lecturer,
University of Texas in San Antonio

» Mr. Hideki Hara, Director, The Japan Foundation,
Los Angeles

* Mr. Edson Kodama, Executive Vice President
SARAYA International Inc.

* Dr. Naoko Ozaki, Lecturer in Japanese - Rice
University
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10:45 a.m.-
12:00 p.m.

12:00 p.m.-
1:30 p.m.
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Morning 2, Track 1, Economic: Morning 2, Track 2:

Trade and Investment: Future Directions
(Room 225D)

This session explores the importance of trade
and investment between the two countries

and explores the current trade negotiations in
process between the United States and Japan.

» Dr. Joshua Walker, Global Head of Strategic
Initiatives and Japan, Eurasia Group
(Moderator)

* Mrs. Paula Gold-Williams, President and
CEO of CPS Energy

* Dr. Fumiaki Kubo, Vice Chairman, U.S.-
Japan, Conference on Cultural and
Educational Interchange (CULCON);
Professor at University of Tokyo

* Mr. Jim Perschbach, President & CEO, Port
San Antonio

* Mr. Yasuhiro Uozumi, Executive Director,
Keidanren USA

» Mr. Hiroyuki Watanabe, Director, Texas
Japan Office in Tokyo

Luncheon (Room 221ABC)

Keynote Address on Citizen Diplomacy

The Importance of NEXGEN in the Japan US
Bilateral Relationship
(Room 221D)

This session explores the importance of the next
generation and youth in the bilateral relationships
within the Japan - US context.

* Mr. Shin Koyamada, Chairman, Koyamada
International Foundation; A Board Member, Sister
Cities International; CEQ, Shinca (Moderator)

* Mr. Masafumi Ishida, Vice President, Junior
Chamber International in Japan (JCI)

* Mr. Arrey Obenson, Secretary General, Junior
Chamber International (JCI)

» Dr. Hiroki Takeuchi, Director, Sun & Star Program
on Japan and East Asia and Associate Professor
Associate of Political Science, Southern Methodist
University

* Ambassador Haruhisa Takeuchi, Advisor to Daiwa
House and Former Ambassador of Japan to
Singapore; Professor at the University of Tokyo

* Mr. Michael Turner, Culture & Sports Attaché, U.S.
Embassy, Tokyo

The luncheon keynote highlights the importance of citizen diplomacy in bilateral relations.

* Ms. Ruth Cotter, Senior Vice President of Worldwide Marketing, Human Resources and Investor

Relations, AMD (Introduction)

* Mrs. Karen Pence, Second Lady of the United States

Panel Discussion: Women'’s Leadership through Citizen Exchanges on Bilateral Relations

This session will examine the value of citizen exchanges to create and sustain opportunities for women’s
leadership with examples from the United States and Japan.

» Ms. Nia Lyte, President, Koyamada International Foundation; Country Representative for Colombia &
Women Empowerment at Sister Cities International (Moderator)
* Ms. Ruth Cotter, Senior Vice President of Worldwide Marketing, Human Resources and Investor

Relations, AMD

* Ms. Misako Ito, Secretary-General, U.S.-Japan Conference on Cultural and Educational Interchange

(CULCON)

* Ms. Tae Namba, Director of GPSP Support Bureau; Board Member, Association of Medical Doctors of

Asia (AMDA)

* Mrs. Karen Pence, Second Lady of the United States
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Afternoon 1, Track 1, Economic: Afternoon 1, Track 2, Cultural/Diplomacy:

1:30 p.m.-  Opportunities for Small and Medium Serving Those Who Serve
2:30p.m.  Buysinesses. (Room 225D) (Room 221D)

This session examines opportunities to attract ~ This session honors the role of those who have

and sustain smaller companies and business served including an acknowledgment of U.S.-

operations and the importance of looking to Japan military relationships and the role of people

these outside markets to facilitate growth in to people exchanges in such areas of disaster

this sector with reference to the Japan - US mitigation and recovery.

context.

e Mr. Tim Quigley, Chair Emeritus, Sister

* Mr. Rene Dominguez, Director of Economic Cities International; President, Sister Cities
Development, City of San Antonio International Foundation (Moderator)
(Moderator) * Mr. Koichiro Bansho, Advisor, National Security

e Ms. Donna Cole, President and CEO, Cole Secretariat of Japan; Retired Lt. General, Japan
Chemical; Board member, US-Japan Council Ground Self-Defense Force

+ Mr. Toshinaga Hirai, Chief Executive Director, ¢ Mr. William R. Farrell, PhD. Honorary Consul
JETRO Houston of Japan for Rhode Island and Past Chair of

* Mr. Max Navarro, Chairman, Board of National Japan American Society; Professor of
Directors Vutex Inc. and Operational Naval College
Technologies * Gen. Edward Rice, USAF (Ret), Former

» Mr. Al Salgado, Interim Director, Institute of Commander of Air Education and Training
Economic Development, University of Texas Command in San Antonio

at San Antonio

2:30 p.m.-  Coffee Break
3:00 p.m.  (Foyer Area)

Afternoon 2, Track 1, Economic: Afternoon 2, Track 2, Cultural/Diplomacy:

3:00 p.m.-  Workforce and Manufacturing, The Role of Culture in Forging Bilateral
4:00p.m.  Qpportunities in the Automotive Sector Relations (Room 221D)

(Room 225 D)
This panel explores ways in which cultural experiences

This session presents automation and and exchanges in both countries have forged bilateral
robotics in the automotive sector and how relations. It includes the role that volunteers play in
such innovations are shaping an entire developing cultural exchange opportunities.

industry especially its workforce.
e Mr. John M. Stich, Honorary Consul-General of

» Mr. Robert McKinley, Vice Chancellor of Japan in Dallas (Moderator)
Economic and Workforce Development, * Dr. Peter Kelley PhD, President, National
Alamo Colleges (Moderator) Association of Japan-America Societies
* Mr. Walt Downing, Executive Vice * Mr. Matthew Gillam, Senior Researcher, Japan Local
President, Southwest Research Institute Government Center, New York
« Mr. David Marquez, Executive Director of * Dr. Fumiaki Kubo, Vice Chairman, U.S.-Japan,
Economic Development & Community Conference on Cultural and Educational
Planning, Bexar County Interchange (CULCON); Professor at University of
» Ms. Sandy Nott, Vice President, Toyota Tokyo
Motor Manufacturing Texas * Mr. Chris Tashima, Academy Award Winner for

directing the short film Visas and Virtues

10
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4:10 p.m.-
4:25 p.m.

4:30 p.m.-
5:00 p.m.

5:00 p.m..

5:30 p.m.-
6:00 p.m.

7:00 p.m.

Sister Cities Cultural Showcase (Room 220)

Phoenix Fire, a new intercultural performance project for the 2020 Tokyo Olympics. Writer-composer
and member of the music faculty at the University of the Incarnate Word in San Antonio introduces
Phoenix Fire, which will premiéere in March 2020 and then be taken to sister city Kumamoto and Tokyo.
The presentation concludes with a performance of an excerpt by UIW students.

* Dr. Kevin Salfen, Writer and Composer of Phoenix Fire, Associate Professor of Music, University of
the Incarnate Word
* Phoenix Fire excerpt features participation of 3-4 students from the University of Incarnate Word

Closing Remarks
(Room 225ABC)

* Mr. Shin Koyamada, Chairman, Koyamada International Foundation; A Board Mzember, Sister Cities
International; CEO, Shinca (Introduction)

* Consul General Hideo Fukushima, Consul General of Japan in Houston

* Mr. Roger-Mark De Souza, President and CEOQ, Sister Cities International

* Mayor Ron Nirenberg, Mayor of San Antonio; Chairman, Sister Cities International

Networking Reception begins
(Room 220)

Enjoy an art exhibit presented by local artist and native of Japan, Ms. Hiromi Stringer. This playful
body of work entitled Cat Scratch Cat is a suite of seven diptych intaglio prints. Utilizing printmaking
techniques, local artist and native Japanese Hiromi Stringer examines and makes fun of the
relationship between words, meanings and images both in Japanese and English - all this simply by
moving just one word around.

Musical Concert by Kaoru Watanabe Trio
(Room 220)

* Mr. Suhail Arastu, Director of Advancement, Musical Bridges Around the World.(Introduction)
* Mr. Kaoru Watanabe (bamboo flute and taiko drumming),

* Mr. Satoshi Takeishi (percussion)

* Ms. Maeve Gilchrist (Celtic Harp).

During the reception, there will be a short concert featuring Kaoru Watanabe who will be joined by
percussionist Satoshi Takeishi and Celtic harpist Maeve Gilchrist both acclaimed for their innovative
approach to their instruments.

This concert is organized by Musical Bridges Around the World in San Antonio (MBAW) which is a non-
profit performing arts organization based in San Antonio with the mission to unite, educate and inspire
through culturally diverse performing and visual arts programming. MBAW has been bringing Japanese
music and culture to schools in San Antonio for many years.

Networking Reception Ends
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This afternoon’s presentation features an
excerpt from the finale of Phoenix Fire. Phoenix
Fire, written and composed by Dr. Kevin Salfen,
will premiére in March 2020 and then will be
taken to sister cities Kumamoto and Tokyo.

The performers are all music students at the
University of the Incarnate Word.

Vocalists:

Anna Bocanegra, Isabella Cendejas, Kathleen
Clark

Maura Navarrete, Samantha Pawelek, Hannah
Petersen

Brandon Bulls, Mark Cardenas, Felipe Duron,
Peter Fredsholm

Percussion:
J.C. Alexander and Christian Velazquez

Sumida River (UIW, November 2015). Photo courtesy David A. Surtasky.
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Musical Concert by Watanabe Trio

During the reception, there will be a short concert
featuring Kaoru Watanabe who will be joined
by percussionist Satoshi Takeishi and Celtic
harpist Maeve Gilchrist, both acclaimed for their
innovative approach to their instruments.

Kaoru Watanabe is a Brooklyn based composer
and musician, specializing in the Japanese
percussion and shinobue flutes. He has spent
decades artfully blending the sounds of Japanese
instruments with those from around the world,
collaborating with such artists as National Living
Treasure Bando Tamasaburo, Jason Moran, So
Percussion, Adam Rudolph, Kenny Endo, Stefon
Harris, Kiyohiko Semba, Alicia Hall Moran,
Tamango, calligrapher Kakinuma Koji, visual artist
Simone Leigh, and director Martin Scorsese, and
was a featured guest on Yo-Yo Ma’s Grammy
Award-winning album Sing Me Home.

This concert is organized by Musical Bridges
Around the World in San Antonio (MBAW) which
is a non-profit performing arts organization
based in San Antonio with the mission to unite,
educate and inspire through culturally diverse
performing and visual arts programming. MBAW
has been bringing Japanese music and culture to
schools in San Antonio for many years.
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Art Exhibit by Hiromi Stringer

Enjoy an art exhibit presented by local artist #;cD7—74 A+ TCHVHAEBEOZ- A
and native of Japan, Ms. Hiromi Stringer. Read Y/ —KICEA2BTREaZHELHITEW, Cat
more about this playful body of work entitled Scratch Cat&REENTZI DBV LENH1EmICD
Cat Scratch Cat. DTLE!:C'BB%C‘%(TC"SL\O

(detail) My Cat Scratched My Arm Today Only (&B43) My CatScratched My Arm Today Only (Athena),
(Athena), diptych, 2015-16, Etching, aquatint, &M, 2015-16, R F—JL%'L — Stonehengeffic T
drypoint with chine collé and eyelets on steel gray vF 9. 70774V RSARA Vb O/
stonehenge papers, 10 X 20 inches ea. A RI0X20 17 F.
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SAN ANTONIO’S UP-AND-COMING COMMUNITY Ah%ZBEETE. FFHIATEADIS
WITH A VISION AS BIG AS TEXAS. A=F A LRARNSVIEYY TR AIC
ABEI B,

350 acres for sale or lease 350 —H—IFBRFE XY —X

e Light Industrial ® Medical e Office/Commercial Development X T2 E% %?%ﬁﬁ/ﬁ:ﬁ%@ﬁ%
Be part of the growing community that has everything a FFEMO—ETH D BEICRDEBRERIEEN TN
business needs, including 1,308 available acres to expand on %, 1,308 T —H—DIAKIGBERENIRDILA EFEEHNS
near major shipping arteries and opportunities to live, work, PEN 0D DEFFCAEE  HE. 2 BOREESHET,
learn, play, and stay just 10 minutes from downtown.
For more information contact: BEWEDLEL:
Director of Business Development EERERTALIY—
Amber Gilbert Amber Gilbert
amber@livebrooks.com amber@livebrooks.com
210-678-3375 210-678-3375

\
livebrooks.com )—),rooks
3201 Sidney Brooks, San Antonio, TX, 78235 ‘
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“Promoting peace through

mutual respect, understanding,
and cooperation -- one
individual, one community at a

time”
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Global Leaders Circle 2019

Ambassador - $25,000+

AMD
Brooks
Port San Antonio

Chargé D’Affaires - $10,000+

ADEC Innovations

Airbnb

Michael Hyatt

Toyota Motor Manufacturing, Texas LLC

Diplomat - $5,000+

BNSF Railway Company  Mary Palko

Sheri Capehart Stephen T. Quigley
Alix Desulme Lawrence Uebner
Cynthia Elliott Vutex, Inc.
A.M. Kinney Polly Yu
International Attaché - $2,500+
James Amato Shin Koyamada
Suhail Arastu Roger Lawrence
Frederick Blanton Thomas Lisk
Magdalena Carrasco Ron Nirenberg
Cole Chemical Nissei Plastic Machinery America, Inc
Willow Darsie Clare Petrich
Mae Ferguson Carolina Rendeiro
Presley Guio Jr. Helene Schneider
Nancy Huppert Teri Simmons
Lorna Johnson Peter Svarzbein
Steven Kalishman Christine Warnke

Special Envoy - $1,000+

James Amato Sherry Mueller
Raveen Arora Barbara Shepard
Carlo Capua

Counselor - $500+

Richard Buckler
Kay Sargent
Louise Schoene

Citizen Diplomat - $100+

Emma Delrosario
Roger-Mark De Souza

Sister Cities International gratefully acknowledges the
support of the U.S. Department of State for its mission
through the Bureau of Educational and Cultural Affairs.

** 2019 Global Leaders Circle Gifts as of 3/18/2019
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Mrs. Karen Pence

Second Lady of the United States

AL/ NNV

TAVHERERIAHERA

Mrs. Karen Pence, wife of Vice President Mike Pence,
is a mother, educator, and award-winning watercolor
artist. As Second Lady of the United States, Mrs.
Pence works to bring attention to art therapy and
to the sacrifices made by military service members
and their families.

Mrs. Pence dedicated 25 years in the classroom
as an elementary school teacher before becoming
the First Lady of Indiana in 2013. In her role as
First Lady of Indiana, Mrs. Pence created the
Indiana First Lady’s Charitable Foundation, a 501
(c)3, established with the purpose to encourage
and support youth and families of Indiana. The
Foundation’s board awarded over $600,000 in
grants to charities throughout Indiana in three
years.

As Second Lady of the United States, Mrs. Pence
is committed to raising awareness and educating
the public about the mental health profession of art
therapy in the United States and around the world.
She has observed art therapy programs in Canada,
Japan, Germany, Belgium, Indonesia, Australia,
South Korea, and across the United States.

Mrs. Pence is the honorary chair of the Art Therapy
Initiative at Riley Hospital for Children at IU Health
in Indianapolis and is a member of Riley Children’s
Foundation. She also serves as a board member
for Tracy’s Kids, an art therapy program for young
cancer patients.

In February 2017, Tracy’s Kids honored Mrs.
Pence with the Courage Award for her support of
art therapy programs across the United States
and world. Children’s National Health System also
recognized Mrs. Pence for her support of art therapy
and presented the Second Lady with the Hero Award
in February 2017. In March 2017, Mrs. Pence
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received the Sister Cities International Diplomatic
Leadership Award for her exceptional support of
Sister Cities International mission: to promote
peace through mutual respect, understanding,
and cooperation—one individual, one community
at a time. In July 2017, Sister Cities International
appointed Mrs. Pence to serve as the Honorary Vice
Chairwoman for Sister Cities International.

In October 2017, Mrs. Pence launched her art
therapy initiative, Healing with the HeART. She
wants to elevate the profession so that people
understand that art therapy is a mental health
profession, and not arts and crafts; to help people
understand that art therapy is an option for
various conditions, ilinesses, and life experiences;
and to encourage young people to go into the
profession.
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Mrs. Pence also serves as an encourager to
military service members and their families. She
has hosted and participated in numerous events to
honor and recognize of all of those in the Armed
Forces. In September 2018, Mrs. Pence launched an
awareness campaign to elevate and encourage our
nation’s military spouses. As part of the campaign,
Mrs. Pence educates military spouses about the
available resources and opportunities to support
spouses and their families.

Mrs. Pence earned a B.S. and M.S. in Elementary
Education from Butler University in Indianapolis.
She is a Blue Star mom with a son in the United
States Marine Corps. Mrs. Pence and Vice President
Mike Pence have been married since 1985 and are
proud parents of their adult children, Michael and
his wife Sarah, and daughters Charlotte and Audrey.
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“The purpose of life is to contribute
in some way

to making things better”
- Robert F. Kennedy







WELCOME

You may know a bit about San Antonio. You've probably heard of the
Alamo, the Riverwalk, or the world champion Spurs. But you may not
know about our growing cybersecurity, technology, life science and
manufacturing industries, rich culture, art scene, public spaces and
all the other things that make San Antonio a great place to live and
do business.

We've got a city beat, a pulse, a flavor for everyone—and not just
visitors. We are a real, thriving, major U.S. metro that's an
invigorating place to live, work and play. As former head of the U.S.
Census Bureau, Stephen Murdoch once said, ‘If you want to see
what the future will look like in the U.S.; look to San Antonio.' The
U.S. will one day become as multicultural, young, and tolerant as
San Antonio is today.

San Antonio is projected to add over 1 million new residents in the
next two decades, solidifying its position as one of the fastest
‘growing large cities in the U.S. The city's warkforce of over 1 million
people is supported by 14 local colleges and universities educating
a student population of over 160,000. San Antonio’s workforce
pipeline is aligned to support large scale growth in industries like
cybersecurity, technology, life science, and manufacturing.

San Antonio’s deeply rooted military history, coupled with a resolve
to-collaborate above all else, has set the stage for innovative

companies to take hold and grow in San Antonio. The number of

cybersec:urtty companies, our proximity to highly advanced military

talent, and the nation's top cybersecurity advanced degree

program, put San Antonio in a position that is difficult, if not
impossible, to duplicate.

More than 1 out of every 6 San Antonio employee works in life
sciences and healthcare, representing one of the city's largest
sectors. Home to military medicine and more than 3,300 MDs and
PhDs, San Antonio's powerhouse ecosystem is globally competitive,
playing a critical roleiin cancer research, regeneratrve medicine and
diabetes.

San Antonio has a large and diverse manufacturing industry, with
representation from every major sector of U.S. manufacturing:
materials and electricity, equipment and metal, transportation, and
diversified products. It's no wonder that manufacturing firmly holds
its position as one of San Antonio’s oldest and largest industries.

San Antonio is a big city in a big state that's loaded with big
‘opportunity. Texas, specifically San Antonio, has a meaningful
history with Japan. The deep relationship between these
communities shapes San Antonio’s support of Japanese companies’
current and future success in the region.

San Antonio is at a pivotal point in its growth as the community
takes control and wnrks towards its vibrant, globally competitive
future.
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Kazutoshi Aikawa
B —g

Ambassador Kazutoshi Aikawa, Minister
Plenipotentiary and Deputy Chief of Mission,
Embassy of Japan in the United States of
America, a post he assumed in October 2017.
He is also the current Permanent Observer of
Organization of American States (OAS). Prior
to his present position, he served as Director
General of Disarmament, Non Proliferation
and Science, Ambassador at the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs of Japan.

In 2014, Ambassador Aikawa was
Councilor at Japan’s Cabinet Secretariat
after serving as the Deputy Director General
(ASEAN/APEC SOM, G7 Sous Sherpa) at
the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Japan. His
diplomatic experience include, serving in
various outposts such as Japan’s Permanent
Mission to the United Nations in New York and
the Embassy of Japan in Tehran.

Ambassador Aikawa joined the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs in 1983 and holds BL from the
University of Tokyo and LLM from Columbia
Law School.
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Suhail Arastu
AN=)bTS5AI

Suhail Arastu was raised in San Antonio, Texas and studied
Neurobiology & Classics at The University of California, Berkeley
where he competed as an NCAA Gymnast. In Philadelphia he
began graduate studies before moving to a small Japanese
mountain village for a year of contemplation, deep sea fishing,
hiking, skiing and teaching. He then travelled the world by
ship under the auspices of the United Nations Economic &
Social Council before returning home in 2008. Suhail works
in Institutional Advancement for Musical Bridges Around
the World, a non-profit performing arts company charged to
unite, educate and inspire through culturally diverse visual
and performing arts. He served two terms as a Trustee of The
Mind Science Foundation, one term on the Board of Directors
of Gemini Ink and is the Arts & Culture Chair for Anuja San
Antonio - the organization managing San Antonio’s Sister City
Relations with Chennai, India. Suhail is the Mayor’s appointee
to the Public Art Commission and enjoys serving on the Board
of Directors of Constitution Cafe & The Lone Star Art Alliance.
He was elected to the 40th Class of Leadership San Antonio
and completed a Marshall Memorial Fellowship in Spring of
2018; in August of the same year he was appointed to serve
on the Board of Sister Cities International, a Washington DC
based organization that grew out of the League of Cities under
President Eisenhower. He leads Yoga privately and at Yoga
in Motion. A collection of Suhail’s photographs from seven
continents was shown at PechaKucha Volume 5.
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Koichiro Bansho

EBEZ—H

Lieutenant General (Ret.) Koichiro BANSHO retired from the Japan
Ground Self-Defense Force (JGSDF) in August, 2015 after thirty five
years of military service.

LTG Bansho started his career as an infantry officer in 1980 with
the Infantry and Ranger specialty after graduation of the National
Defense Academy. After completing the Command and General Staff
College, in 1989 he was assigned to the Ministry of Foreign Affairs
as a military staff. After a company command of the 45th Infantry
Regiment, in 1993 he was assigned to the Ground Staff Office (GS0).

Upon his graduation from U.S. Army War College (Master of
Strategic Studies) in 2000, he was assigned as Chief, Policy and
Programs section, GSO. And then, he took command of 3rd Infantry
Regiment in Hokkaido. Subsequently, he commanded the first
Japanese Contingent to Iraq deployed in al-Samawah in 2004.

After his service as Chief, Public Affairs Office, GSO, he was
assigned as the Commandant, JGSDF Officer Candidate School.
He followed by a Director, Policy and Programs Department (G5),
GSO0 in 2009. As a significant temporary assignment, he was called
up as the Chief of Japan-U.S. Bilateral Coordination Center for the
first ever Japan-U.S. bilateral disaster relief operation known as
“Operation Tomodachi,” when Japan suffered the Great East Japan
Earthquake in 2011.

After his mission of G5 and HADR, he was assigned as the
Commanding General, 3rd Division in 2011. And then, he was
assigned to the Vice Chief of Staff, JGSDF in 2012. Finally, he took
command of the Western Army responsible for the defense of South-
western region of Japan from 2013 to 2015.

After retired from JGSDF, he assumed the Senior Adviser of the
Marubeni Corporation on Dec 2015 and served as the Advisor of
the National Security Secretariat, Cabinet Secretariat from 2016
to 2018. And he has assumed the President of All Japan Jukendo
(martial art by beyonet fencing) Federation from May 2018.
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Joaquin Castro
R7F-HAMA

Joaquin Castro represents Texas’ 20th Congressional District
and serves on both the House Permanent Select Committee
on Intelligence and the House Foreign Affairs Committee. First
elected to Congressin 2012, Castro was the 2013 co-president
for the House freshman Democrats and now serves in House
Democratic Leadership as Chief Deputy Whip and a member of
the Democratic Steering and Policy Committee. Castro is also
a founding co-chair of the Congressional Pre-K Caucus, the
U.S.-Japan Caucus, and the Congressional Caucus on ASEAN.
He has been called “a rising star in his party” by The Texas
Tribune and one of the top 50 politicos to watch by POLITICO.

Castro, who hails from San Antonio, graduated from
Stanford University in 1996 and from Harvard Law School
in 2000. At the age of 28, Castro was elected to the Texas
Legislature. While a state representative, Castro created the
Trailblazers College Tour, personally raising money to send
underprivileged students on college visits, exposing them to
some of the nation’s best institutions of higher education. He
alsofounded SAReads, San Antonio’s largest literacy campaign
and book drive. Over 200,000 books have been distributed to
more than 150 schools and shelters across the city. To honor
and express gratitude to San Antonio grandparents and other
family members raising relatives who aren’t their children,
Castro created the annual Families Helping Families dinner
and awards.

During his time in Congress, Castro has sought to build out
what he calls “The Infrastructure of Opportunity” — good public
schools, great universities, and a sound healthcare system - to
enable his fellow citizens to pursue the American Dream.
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" % j Donna Fujimoto Cole
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Donna Fujimoto COLE, CEO & President, Cole Chemical & Distributing,
Inc. Ms. Cole founded Cole Chemical & Distributing, Inc. in 1980.
Customers include: Chevron, ExxonMobil, Colgate, Lockheed, P66,
Nippon Industries, The City of Austin, Toyota and United Airlines.
The company provides chemicals, synthetic lubricants, fuel and
specialty chemicals along with supply chain management services.

Ms. Cole serves on the board of the U.S.-Japan Council, the Center
for Asian Pacific American Women, The Rockwell Fund, and the
National Veterans Network. She is on the Executive Advisory Boards
of The International Supply Management and the Women’s Home. In
1991-1993, She served on President George H. Bush’s Export Council.
She attended Pan American University, The Amos Tuck School of
Business Minority Business Executive Program and graduated from
the Manpower Business Training Institute of Technology. She has
been recognized nationally for her leadership and philanthropy. And
the company has been recognized by Fortune 500 companies for their
quality service, on time deliveries, technical support, doing business
with small, minority and women owned businesses as well as giving
back to the community. In 2015 Ms. Cole named one of Houston
Chronicle’s Woman of Distinction. 2016 Houston Business Journal
named Ms. Cole the first Women in Energy Lifetime Achievement
Recipient. She is a co-founder of Pantheon of Women producing films
and theatre productions telling stories of strong women and supportive
men to make positive change by empowering millions of people.
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Ruth Cotter
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As senior vice president of Worldwide Marketing, Human
Resources and Investor Relations at AMD, Ruth Cotter’s unique
role positively differentiates the company’s People, Strategy
and Voice. In addition to overseeing all aspects of these
critical corporate functions, she builds distinctive customer
experiences, deeper stakeholder relationships and ensures
AMD’s inclusive, learning and innovative workplace culture
sets it apart from its competition. Cotter brings 20+ years of
experience and a proven track record of strong leadership,
driven by thoughtful strategy and planning.

Prior to AMD, Cotter spent several years at Trintech Group plc and
at CRH plc, one of the world’s largest building materials groups.

Cotter is a recipient of the 2018 Women Worth Watching
Award® from Profiles of Diversity Journal, is a 2018 Top 10
Champion of Global Diversity by DiversityGlobal Magazine and a
2018 Silicon Valley 50 Honoree, a recognition for the 50 top Irish
and Irish-American leaders in Silicon Valley making a significant
impact in the world of technology. She is a member of the Sister
Cities International Honorary Board Alumni Association, an
organization founded by President Dwight D. Eisenhower that
aims to promote peace through people-to-people relationships:
“Connect Globally. Thrive Locally.” Cotter previously served
on the National Investor Relations Institute’s (NIRI) Board of
Directors and was nominated #1 Investor Relations professional
for Semiconductor Companies as part of the All-American
Executive team rankings by Institutional Investor.

Cotter holds a bachelor’s degree in economics and history
from University College Cork, Ireland.
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Roger-Mark De Souza
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Roger-Mark De Souza is the President and CEO of
Sister Cities International, the national membership
association for individual sister cities, counties and
states across the United States, uniting tens of
thousands of citizen diplomats and volunteers in over
500-member communities with over 2,000 partnerships
in 140 countries on six continents. For more than 20
years, Roger-Mark has held leadership positions in the
non-profit sector including with the Woodrow Wilson
Center, Population Action International, the Sierra Club,
Population Reference Bureau and the World Resources
Institute. At the core, his interests lie in demonstrating
how in an era of change, we can fundamentally and
strategically engage and support each other to build
a global community. He possesses a deep personal
commitment to, passion for, and experience building
and expanding programs around global issues that
affect human welfare such as peacebuilding, community
resilience, environmental management, health
programing, women’s empowerment, international
education and citizen diplomacy. Over his career, he
has launched successful projects and operations in the
United States and in Latin America, Asia, Europe, and
Africa, where he has worked and/or lived. Roger-Mark
serves on boards in the non-profit sector including
Resource Media. He is a global fellow at the Wilson
Center.
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4 Rene Dominguez
s Lx-FIv5Z

Rene has served as the Director of the
Economic Development for the City of
San Antonio since June 2010. His primary
responsibility is to provide strategic,
administrative and programmatic direction
and oversight of the Economic Development
Department  which  includes  Industry
Development, Small Business, Workforce
Development, and International Relations and
Business Development.

Rene previously served as Assistant
International and Economic Development
Director. Prior to coming to the City in 2009,
he was the President of the Community
Development Loan Fund, a certified CDFI
whose mission is to promote economic
development and small business growth.
Between 1995 and 2006, Rene held various
positions at St. Mary’s University, rounding his
tenure as Executive Director of Developmentin
2004, where he was responsible for providing
the overall direction and management of the
University’s Development Department.

Raised in El Paso, Texas, Rene moved to
San Antonio to attend St. Mary’s University
where he met his wife, Henrietta. Together,
they have three children—Joaquin, Diego, and
Illiana. Rene devotedly serves his family and
the community as a lead advocate in helping
promote the continued prosperity and growth
of San Antonio.
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Walt Downing
VFIVLHEIZDT

Walt Downing is the Executive Vice President
and Chief Operating Officer of Southwest
Research Institute (SWRI®) in San Antonio,
Texas. SwRI was organized in 1947 by
founder Tom Slick as an independent, not-
for-profit organization to conduct contract
scientific research and to develop innovative
technologies for the betterment of humankind.
It has grown to be one of the world’s premier
research and development organizations for
advanced science and applied technology in
applications ranging from deep sea to deep
space.

Mr. Downing has worked at SwRI since 1979.
He was elected Executive Vice President in 1998
and named Chief Operating Officer in 2016. He
is also a member of the SWRI Board of Directors,
the Board of Directors of Signature Science,
LLC (an SwRI wholly-owned subsidiary based
in Austin, Texas), and the Board of Directors
of Southwest Automotive Research Center (an
SwRI joint venture in Tianjin, China).

Mr. Downing is a graduate of Southern
Methodist University (BSEE), the University of
Texas at San Antonio (MBA), and has executive
certificates in management and leadership
from the University of Texas at Austin and
MIT Sloan School of Management. He is a
registered professional engineer in the states
of Texas and Florida.
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William R. Farrell
I91)7 LR 77V

Dr. William R. Farrell’s connections with
Japan began in 1968 when he was a
student at the Department of Defense
Foreign Language Institute. During the
next 50 years Dr. Farrell resided in or
traveled regularly to Japan. Serving as
a career military officer, professor at the
Naval War College, Executive Director of
the American Chamber of Commerce in
Tokyo, Chairman of a consulting company
focused on Asia and a decade as past
Chairman of the National Association of
Japan American Societies.

He holds a PhD in International
Relations from the University of Michigan
and has spoken and written extensively
about Japan in two books and numerous
articles and opinion pieces. In 2012, he
was awarded the Imperial decoration,
Order of the Rising Sun with Gold Rays
by the Government of Japan for his
promotion of strong bilateral relations. In
2018 Dr. Farrell was appointed Honorary
Consul for Japan (Rhode Island).
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Makiko Fukuda
mHEHEF

Dr. Makiko Fukuda is a senior lecturer
and coordinator of Japanese program
at University of Texas at San Antonio.
She completed her Ph.D. at Purdue
University in 2009, specialized in
Japanese Pedagogy and Applied
Linguistics. Her research interests are
adult second language learners’ oral
language and literacy development,
and acquisition of intercultural
competency. In 2015, she received
Sawtelle Teaching Innovation Grant
from UTSA to conduct her research
examining the effect of online books on
oral reading fluency. Her publications
include “Dynamic processes of speech
development by seven adult learners
of Japanese in a domestic immersion
context”. Recently she is studying
how to improve students’ intercultural
competency in or outside of U.S.
and she is examining the effective
instruction and designing the study
abroad program accordingly. While
she teaches at UTSA, she also served
as a president of Japanese Teachers
Association in Texas in 2018 and
Japan America Society of San Antonio
in 2014.
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Hideo
Fukushima

BEHFX

Mr. Hideo Fukushima is the Consul-
General of Japan in Houston. Mr.
Fukushima is a career diplomat of
Japan, assigned to Houston since
July, 2018. Over his 34 years in
foreign service, he has served in
overseas posts such as Washington,
D.C., Moscow, Rome, and Bangkok.
His responsibilities at the HQ also
included global environment and
public diplomacy. Mr. Fukushima
graduated from School of Advanced
International Studies, Johns Hopkins
University (M.A.) and from University
of Tokyo (B.A.)
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Maeve Gilchrist
A—=JFIVIIYR

Described by one critic as “a phenomenal harp player who can make her
instrument ring with unparalleled purity”, Maeve Gilchrist has taken the
Celtic (lever) harp to new levels of performance and visibility.

Born and raised in Edinburgh, Scotland, and currently based in Brooklyn,
New York, Maeve‘s innovative approach to her instrument stretches its
harmonic limits and improvisational possibilities. She is as at home as a
soloist with an internationally renowned orchestra as she is playing with
a traditional Irish folk group or using electronic augmentation in a more
contemporary, improvisatory setting. She tours internationally as a band
leader as well as maintaining a number of collaborations including her
progressive folk quartet, DuoDuo (featuring percussive dancer Nic Gareiss,
cellist Natalie Haas and Yann Falquet of Quebecois super-group Genticorum),
a more electronics based project with Viktor Krauss and as a member of
the Irish network commissioned Edges of Light quartet: a multidisciplinary
group featuring the piper David Power, dancer Colin Dunne and the fiddler
Tola Custy. Maeve is also a member of the prestigious Silkroad ensemble.
She has appeared at such major music events as Celtic Connections in
Glasgow, Tanglewood Jazz festival, the World Harp Congress in Amsterdam
and the opening of the Scottish Parliament. She has played with such
luminaries as Esperanza Spalding, Tony Trishka, Ambrose Akinmusire, Darol
Anger and Kathy Mattea. Maeve has released five albums to date, including
her most recent recording, Vignette, on Adventure Records, with bassist
Viktor Krausse while on her own label her solo Ostinato Project is a beguiling
exploration of the possibilities of her instrument.
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Matthew Gillam
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Matthew is a Senior Researcher at the Japan Local
Government Center (CLAIR, New York). He first
travelled to Japan in 1979 and then went on to
major in Asian Studies, Japanese Language, at
the University of Iowa, including a year abroad at
Kansai Gaidai in Osaka. Spending a total of nine
years living in Japan, he cobbled together a living
teaching English to everyone from youchiensei to
company presidents and capped off his time there
with a two-year apprenticeship at Seisetsusha ,
a ‘starving artist’ architectural design office in
Kyoto. After returning to the States, he ended
up getting a Master’s Degree in International
Security Policy from Columbia University’s School
of International and Public Affairs. This eventually
led to hiswork at JLGC, where, among other things,
he conducts research on public administration
issues, supports Japanese prefecture and local
government activities in the US and Canada, and
helps handle JET Program and alumni matters.

In recent years his primary areas of interest
have included the history and development of
JETAA, urban agriculture, and disaster recovery.
He also volunteers with various groups, including
All Hands and Hearts and JETAA International.

YA1—FTLKldJapan  Local  Government
Center (—FHEABAEER IR Z2—3—
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T CHENRE UfCREBHANE L AT AL e,
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Paula Gold-Williams
R=Fd=IVF D17 LR

Paula Gold-Williams is the President and CEO of CPS
Energy. Paula leads more than 3,000 team members
with the vision she has coined, “People First,”
whereby CPS Energy is evolving its efforts to create
and deliver value to its customers, community, and
employees into a new age of energy solutions.

Paula has more than 30 years of leadership
experience in San Antonio, including being a Regional
Controller for Time Warner’s cable and telephony
regional office and the VP of Finance for Luby’s, Inc.
before coming to CPS Energy in late 2004.

Over her 14 years at CPS Energy, she has
progressively served as Controller & Assistant
Treasurer; VP & Chief Administrative Officer (CAQ)
- Organizational Excellence & Shared Services; EVP,
Chief Financial Officer (CFO) & Treasurer; and EVP —
Financial & Administrative Services, CFO & Treasurer.

In addition to her role at CPS Energy, Paula
currently serves as the 2019 Chair of the San
Antonio Chamber of Commerce, along with
participating on countless boards and committees.
Paula has an Associate Degree in Fine Arts from San
Antonio College. She earned a BBA in Accounting
from St. Mary’s University, as well as a Finance &
Accounting MBA from Regis University. She is a
Certified Public Accountant (CPA) and a Chartered
Global Management Accountant (CGMA).
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Leo Gomez
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President and Chief Executive Officer
Leo Gomez is responsible for leading the
Brooks Development Authority and Brooks
Gives Back by working with the Board of
Directors and staff to establish long-range
strategic plans and policies to implement
the redevelopment of Brooks. He leads the
organization’s efforts to attract marquee
employers by working closely with public
officials and economic development
partners.

Leo became Vice President of Public
and Government Affairs for Spurs
Sports & Entertainment in 1996. He left
Spurs Sports & Entertainment for two
years to serve as General Manager of
Administration with Toyota Manufacturing,
Texas before returning to Spurs Sports &
Entertainment in 2005. His distinguished
career also includes serving as President
of the San Antonio Hispanic Chamber
of Commerce and Vice President of
Governmental Affairs for the Greater
San Antonio Chamber of Commerce. Leo
began his professional career as an intern
with the U.S. General Accounting Office
in Washington, D.C. He also worked with
the Research and Planning Division of the
Texas Department of Commerce before
being named the Assistant Director for the
Tomas Rivera Center at Trinity University.
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Hideki Hara
[R5

Mr. Hideki Hara is currently serving as
Director of the The Japan Foundation,
Los Angeles. Since joining the
Foundation in 1991 he has held a
number of positions at its offices in
Tokyo and Osaka, as well as serving
as Deputy Director of the Foundation’s
Center for Global Partnership in New
York (2001-2005).

From 2006 to 2009 he was
seconded to the National Graduate
Research Institute for Policy Studies
as Director of Research Development
and International Affairs and facilitated
numerous  international research
projects. Mr. Hara holds an MA in
Urban and Regional Planning from
the University of Waterloo, in Ontario,
Canada.
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Toshinaga Hirai

FH HE

Toshinaga Hirai has occupied his current
position as Chief Executive Director of
JETRO Houston since January 2018 and is
responsible for programming in Arkansas,
Louisiana, Mississippi, Oklahoma, and Texas
to promote mutual trade and investment
between Japan and the United States. His
other work in the United States includes
his time as the Director of Public Affairs for
JETRO New York from 1995 to 1998 and his
service as the Consul of Economic Affairs for
the Consulate-General of Japan in Boston
from 2010 to 2013.

Mr. Hirai entered the Japan External Trade
Organization (JETRO) in 1988 after graduating
from Grand Valley State College in Michigan in
1987 and International Christian University in
Tokyo in 1988. His career in Japan includes his
service as the Section Chief of the International
Office of Small and Medium Enterprise Agency
for the Ministry of Economy, Trade and
Industry and the Director of the Domestic
Offices Division of JETRO. He also served as
the Senior Coordinator for North America and
Oceania of JETRO where he created regional
strategies, prior to his tenure as the Director-
General for Shikoku where he managed four
JETRO offices in Shikoku Region.

His wife and three children are now living
in Tokyo. His beloved car is a Toyota Tundra.
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Michael S. Hyatt
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Michael S. Hyatt is Senior Vice President-Investments at UBS
Financial Services. Mr. Hyatt is a Financial Advisor with UBS Financial
Services, Inc. inthe Fort Worth, Texas office. A financial professional
for over 40 years, Mike joined UBS (formerly PaineWebber, Inc.) in
1992 from Texas Commerce Bank, Fort Worth as President. Earlier
in his career, Mike was with InterFirst Bank, Metroplex National
Bank, and The First National Bank of Fort Worth. He served in the
United States Army as an Infantry Lieutenant from 1969 to 1973.

As a UBS Financial Advisor, Mike has specializes in institutional
and high net worth clients. He is a certified Wealth Advisor.

Mike earned an M.B.A. from Texas Christian University and
a B.S. from Oklahoma State University. An active member of his
community, Mike is a board member, executive committee member,
and treasurer of the Fort Worth Zoo Association. He is also Director
Emeritus and past president of Fort Worth Sister Cities International.
He also serves as Vice President of Finance and board member of
Trinity Terrace, Inc., a continuing care community located in Fort
Worth. Mike is past president of Leadership Fort Worth, Adolescent
Pregnancy Prevention, Inc., Casa Manana, Inc. and the Texas Boys
Choir.

Nationally, Mike has been a member of the Board of Governors of
the Oklahoma State University Foundation since 2008. He serves
as Chairman Emeritus of the Board and a past director of Sister
Cities International and Trustee of the Sister Cities Foundation
headquartered in Washington, D. C. He is a Trustee of the Phi Delta
Theta Foundation and past Province President of Rho North Province
of Phi Delta Theta International Fraternity. He also is a member of
the Investment Committee of Pacific Retirement Services, Inc. in
Medford, Oregon.
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Masafumi Ishida
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Born in 1980, Masafumi Ishida is an Executive Vice President
for JCI Japan, a nonprofit organization of young active citizens
age 18 to 40 from 119 countries and regions. Exerting to
develop young active citizens by finding targeted solutions to
social issues for peace of our world and our future. Particularly,
based on the U.N. SDGs producing a society where all citizens
could challenge and promote interregional exchanges are the
philosophy to create a better world.
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Misako Ito
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Ms. Ito started her career as a professional editor ininternational
affairs and urban lifestyle journals in Tokyo. After she joined
the Japan Foundation, Headquarters in 2004, she focuses
promotion of cultural and people-to-people exchanges and
language education both in Japan and abroad. She served for
7.5 years in the U.S. as director of Japan Information & Culture
Center (JICC) at Embassy of Japan in Washington, DC, director
of the Japan Foundation, Los Angeles, and then for 2.5 years
as director at Japan Creative Center (JCC) at Embassy of Japan
in Singapore, helping a few big diplomatic anniversary events
happen in each places. She came back to Tokyo to assume the
current post as Secretary-General of U.S.-Japan Conference
on Cultural & Educational Interchange (CULCON) in 2017. She
holds B.A. from Tsuda College (one of the oldest for Women
in Japan) majored in American Studies, and is a proud mother
of two adult daughters who keep her updated with the current
affairs of the Millennials.
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Shin
Koyamada
JMUAE

Born in Okayama, Japan, Shin
Koyamada moved to Los Angeles
aloneto pursue his childhood dream
at age 18. Koyamada became best
known to global audiences after
his co-starring debut role in the
Warner Bros. blockbuster Tom
Cruise film “The Last Samurai”,
with a worldwide box office of $456
million. Koyamada also starred in
the worldwide hit Disney Channel
movie “Wendy Wu Homecoming
Warrior”, which had over 5.7
million viewers at its premiere,
making it one of the highest viewed
Disney Channel movies in the U.S.
and the highest rated kid’s channel
in Europe, U.K. and Japan. Since
2003, he has appeared in many
award-winning American movies
and TV shows. Koyamada is also
well known for his philanthropic
causes around the world. In 2008,
Koyamada and Nia Lyte founded
KIF  (Koyamada International
Foundation), a 501(c)(3) non-
profit organization, with its mission
to improve quality of people’s lives
by empowering global youth and
women to reach their full potential
and by providing humanitarian
aid to promote global peace and
sustainable  development. KIF
became global partners with Sister
Cities International and Junior
Chamber International to expand
the causes around the world. In
2017, Koyamada became the first
Japanese to be elected as Sister
Cities International national board
member.
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= Edson A. Kodama
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Born

in Sao Paulo, Brazil, Edson is the
Executive Vice President of International
Business Development of SARAYA International
Inc (New York, USA) and CEO of SARAYA
México. From January 2005 until December
2013, he was the Secretary General of JCI-
Junior Chamber International, a worldwide
federation of young active citizens. He led 200K
member organization to implement projects
impacting 5K communities in 120 countries,
in alignment with UN sustainable development
goals which commitment was recognized by
the UN Secretary General Ban Ki Moon and
Kofi Annan. Promoted the JCI organization into
general consultative status, the highest NGO
ranking at UN Economic and Social Council.
Built partnerships with UN, the UN Foundation,
UN Global Compact, International Chamber of
Commerce, Pan American Health Organization,
UN Millennium Campaign, and UNESCO. Played
key role in partnering with Pan American Health
Organization to develop and establish children’s
health program guide adopted by Ministries of
Health in several Latin American countries. Key
player in raising JCI's partnership status with
ICC World Chambers Federation (ICC-WCF),
being granted permanent seat at General Council
and Transnational Chambers of Commerce
Board of Directors. From 1993 to 1999 Edson
was in charge of growth and development of the
Americas and Asia-Pacific region.
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Fumiaki Kubo
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Dr. Fumiaki Kubo has been the A. Barton
Hepburn Professor of American Government
and History at the Graduate Schools for Law
and Politics, the University of Tokyo since
2003. He is affiliated with the Nakasone
Peace Institute as the research director and
the Tokyo Foundation as a Senior Research
Scholar. In addition, he is a Senior Visiting
Scholar at Japan Institute for International
Affairs He studied at Cornell University in
1984-1986, at the Johns Hopkins University in
1991-1993, and at Georgetown University and
the University of Maryland in 1998-99. Kubo
taught at Keio University from 1988 to 2003.
He was also an Invited Professor at SciencesPo
in Paris in 2009, and a Japan Scholar at the
Woodrow Wilson International Center for
Scholars in 2014.

Kubo attended the Faculty of Law, the
University of Tokyo, and received his B.A. in
1979 and Ph.D. in 1989 from the University
of Tokyo. He is the author of many books
which include: American Political History, The
New Deal and American Democracy, Modern
American Politics (with Hitoshi Abe), Ideology
and Foreign Policy After Irag in the United
States ( editor ), A Study on the Infrastructure
of American Politics( editor ). In 1989, he
received the Sakurada-Kai Gold Award for the
Study of Politics and the Keio Gijuku Award.

In 2001 and 2002, Kubo served on the
Prime Minister’s Commission on the Study
of Direct Election System of Prime Minister.
Since 2007, Kubo is a member of the U.S-
Japan Conference on Cultural and Educational
Interchange ( CULCON ). In February, 2015, he
became a member of the Japan-US Educational
Commission. Kubo was the President of the
Japanese Association for American Studies in
2016-2018.
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Peter Kelley
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Peter Kelley became the fifth
President of NAJAS in September,
2009, following the retirement of
Sam Shepherd. He comes to NAJAS
with long experience with Japan
in both the private and not-for-
profit sectors. From 1985-2003, he
worked for Teradyne, Inc., a Boston-
based supplier of semiconductor
test equipment, spending five
years each in Japan and Europe
and establishing the company’s
Connection Systems Division in
Japan. From 2004-2009, he was
Executive Director of the Harvard-
Yenching Institute in Cambridge,
Mass., an independent foundation
dedicated to the promotion of the
humanities in higher education in
Asia. He is a graduate of Harvard
College, with a major in East Asian
Studies, and the University of
Maine School of Law. In 2016, he
was awarded a Foreign Minister’s
Commendation by the government
of Japan for his work in support of
the commemorations of the 70th
Anniversary of the end of the Second
World War.
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Nia Lyte
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Nia Lyte (aka Carolina Manrique Koyamada)
is a TED Talk speaker and author. She is
the President & C.0.0. of The Shinca Group
responsible for overseeing the company’s
day-to-day operations of its entertainment
and international consulting businesses
in the U.S., Japan and Colombia. She
became a published author of a book
called “The Power of Your Inner Beauty”,
distributed nationwide in English and
Japanese through Barnes & Noble and
Amazon. She is a co-founder and President
of Koyamada International Foundation
(KIF), a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization,
with its offices in Los Angeles, Tokyo and
Bogota. Nia is Sister Cities International
(SCI) country representative for Colombia
and women empowerment, Women in Cable
Telecommunications Southern California
Board of Directors, Japan America Society of
Southern California’s Women’s Leadership
Counts committee & Board of Governors and
SOCAL Board of Directors. Nia has spoken
at the United Nations in New York on global
mindset & empowering women. She received
the award of Goodwill Ambassador for Marca
Pais given to Colombians by the government
who through their work leave the image of
Colombia at a high standard internationally.
Nia also received the Peace Award for her
humanitarian work.
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David Marquez
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David Marquez serves as the Executive Director
of Economic and Community Development
for Bexar County. In this position, he directs
the County’s efforts to develop and improve
the local economy, and to improve the life
circumstances for Bexar County residents.

This is achieved through business attraction
andretention programs,taxincentive programs,
and various other economic development
initiatives. His areas of responsibility also
include the Utility Assistance program, Pauper
Burial program, Guardianship Program, and
other initiatives providing services to the
County’s constituents.

He began his career with the County as a
Lead Budget and Management Analyst and led
several performance review projects designed
for quality and productivity improvement.
Since 2000 when David managed the county’s
fiscal preparations as a budget analyst, Mr.
Marquez has also been the County’s manager
for the negotiation, construction, and on-going
operations of the AT&T Center, home to the
NBA Champion San Antonio Spurs, and to the
annual San Antonio Livestock Show and Rodeo.

Since 1999, Mr. Marquez has served
as a professor for the University of the
Incarnate Word teaching business courses in
management, strategic planning and analysis.
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Robert McKinley
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Robert McKinley leads the Economic and
Workforce Development initiatives for the
Alamo Colleges, which is the largest source
of San Antonio’s workforce talent, conferring
11,000 degrees and certificates in 2018,
aligned with high-demand occupation fields.
Five Colleges and eight regional Education
& Training Centers serve 60,000 students
annually, with multiple pathways to careers
through Associates degrees, Certificates and
workforce training programs. Alamo Colleges
is the first community college district in the
country to achieve the Malcolm Baldridge
National Quality Award, designated in 2018.
McKinley oversees the Continuing Education
and Workforce Training Network, State and
Federal Workforce programs such as the
Skills Development Fund, Health Professions
Opportunity Grant and Alamo Academies, and
the Office of International Programs. McKinley
previously led the Institute for Economic
Development for the University of Texas at San
Antonio, and served as lead consultant to the
State Department’s “Small Business Network
of the Americas” initiative in 22 Western
Hemisphere countries. He holds a Master’s in
Public Administration from UTSA and Bachelors
in Community Development from Penn State
University.
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Margit Nagy
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Sister Margit Nagy, CDP, Ph.D., Professor and
Program Head of History at Our Lady of the
Lake University, was awarded the Japanese
Government’s “Order of the Rising Sun,
Gold Rays with Neck Ribbon,” in 2016 in
recognition of her service in the promotion
of the mutual understanding between Japan
and the United States of America. Sr. Nagy
was born in Budapest, Hungary. At age 6, she
and her nuclear family came to San Antonio,
Texas, as WW2 displaced persons.

She received an MA in East Asian Studies
and a History doctorate from the University
of Washington. Her first visit to Japan was to
Waseda University through a Fulbright-Hays
Doctoral Dissertation Grant. Her postdoctoral
research as a Fulbright Visiting Professor was
at the University of Tokyo School of Law.

Besides her college teaching and numerous
presentations on Japan, Sr. Nagy served as
a founding member of the Japan America
Society of San Antonio in 1985. She was its
second President during the formative early
years of the San Antonio-Kumamoto, Japan,
Sister City relationship. Recognizing the
importance of the 1914 Japanese monument
in the Alamo Convent Courtyard as a tangible
symbol of the friendship between the U.S. and
Japan, she initiated and coordinated the 75th
and Centennial Binational Commemorations
there
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Tae Namba
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Kumamoto native Ms. Tae Namba
began her career at the Association
of Medical Doctor of Asia (AMDA),
an Okayama-based UN-certified
humanitarian NGO in 2003.
Initially serving as an international
public relations officer, she was
promoted to the current post
in 2011 where she manages
coordination work between aid
organizations around the globe
at the time of disaster relief. Ms.
Namba has also taken part in
several emergency relief including
2016  Kumamoto earthquake
that devastated her hometown
in the southern prefecture. As
an active traveler, she frequently
visits Mongolia, India, Taiwan and
other Asian countries to work
with government institutions and
academia to implement long-term
social empowerment programs.
Ms. Namba is a mother of three
and resides in Okayama with her
husband.
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Max Navarro
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In March of 1986, Max Navarro founded Operational Technologies
Corporation (OpTech) in San Antonio, Texas. He had recognized that the
San Antonio scientific military community needed locally-based, efficient,
reliable and scientifically qualified firms to meet the military demand for
multi-disciplinary technical services.

In 1991, Mr. Navarro was appointed to the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration Commission by Secretary of Commerce, Robert Mosbacher.

The Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) conducts research and
gathers data about the global oceans, atmosphere, space and sun, and applies
this knowledge to science and service that touches the lives of all Americans.

In 1994, Mr. Navarro was appointed to serve as a member of the Industry
Policy Advisory Committee for Trade Policy Matters (IPAC) by Commerce
Secretary, Ronald Brown and Michael Kantor, from the Office of U.S. Trade
Representative. Mr. Navarro’s role was to provide advice to the Secretary of
Commerce and the U.S. Trade Representative which was critical in pursuing
trade objectives which reflect the concerns and interests of the private sector.

Mr. Navarro served as a Committee Member for the National Weather
Service, reviewing the national implementation plan for the modernization
and associated restructuring of our National Weather Service.

This strategic plan is part of a clear mandate for substantial weather
forecasting improvement and for the complete modernization of the Weather
Service for the twenty second century, and addresses the implementation
of one of the most advanced hydrometeorological warning and forecast
systems in the world.

In 2004, Mr. Navarro formed a partnership with a Japanese automotive
conglomerate, to stablish Vutex Inc., a tier-one supplier which assembles
the Toyota Tundra and Tacoma trucks at Toyota’s manufacturing facility in
San Antonio.

With more than 900 team members, Vutex, Inc. operates 360,000 square
feet of production space and provides Toyota with instrument panel module
assembly, trim parts sub-assembly, door assembly, and glass assembly.
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Ron Nirenberg
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Ron Nirenberg is the mayor of San Antonio, the fastest
growing city with the 7th largest population in the
United States.

He was raised in Austin, Texas, and attended college
in San Antonio. Nirenberg is the son of an immigrant
from Southeast Asia and the grandson of immigrants
from Eastern Europe who passed through Ellis Island.
Through his personal experiences, Mayor Nirenberg
developed a core commitment to civic participation
and the universal values of liberty, justice, and equal
opportunity for every person.

He is focused on making key infrastructure
investments necessary to accommodate the growth
of San Antonio, which is expected to nearly double in
population by 2040. This forward-looking approach
drives the mayor’s vision of a compassionate
community with a globally competitive economy.

Mayor Nirenberg is the Chairman of Sister Cities
International, a nonpartisan organization that connects
cities across the globe through civic, educational and
cultural exchanges. The mayor continues to promote
San Antonio as a premier 21st century city open for
business, trade, and investment, attracting top talent
and innovation companies. In 2018, the United States
Conference of Mayors recognized Mayor Nirenberg with
the Small Business Advocate award for his efforts to
encourage entrepreneurism.

Mayor Nirenberg graduated summa cum laude from
Trinity University and received a Master’s Degree in
Communication magna cum laude from the University
of Pennsylvania.
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Takaoki Niwa
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Takaoki Niwa has served since September 2018 as
the President & CEO of Mitsubishi Heavy Industries
America, Inc. located in Houston, TX. In October
2018, he was also appointed the Executive
Vice President of Mitsubishi Heavy Industries,
ltd. (MHI) parent company of Mitsubishi Heavy
Industries America.

He joined Mitsubishi Heavy Industries, Ltd.
(MHI) in 1980, starting his career as a production
engineer of aircraft parts of Boeing Jet. In his 35-
plus year career, he has accumulated experience
as an aircraft production specialist.

He led Boeing 787 wing box production as the
person in charge from 2003 to 2010. After that,
he worked for improving production technology at
MHI’s India, Philippines and Denmark factories for
5 years.

After holding several management positions in
Aerospace production engineering, he became
the senior general manager of Commercial
Airplane Division of Mitsubishi Heavy Industries in
April 2017 and learned the management of MHI's
commercial airplane business of various kinds. He
also served as the Senior Executive Vice President
of MHI America from April 2018 before current
assignment.

He earned a Bachelor’s degree in Aeronautics
from University of Tokyo in 1980. He has a family
of four: wife, son and daughter.

FPEEKIL. 2018F08 KL 7+ A1 —X
NCBHAHKE=ZZFET EDHEFRCEOZFHZHTL
5,201 8F10RICIEKE=ZZETEZDH A TH
H=ZFETZ (MHI) OBBHTREICHESRNIN
oo

FEPIF1980FEICMHI ICAHE L R—a > T
TV MRS A OENET D =7 LT FDF Y
7% A2 — ST 350FHhTDF 7 ZEl
TINZERENE AR v XA L TORBETBEAT
=l

2003FEHD L2010 F LTI EFEELLTR—T
JI8TRMED D TRy 7 A BLE R R (N, F D
DSFERNF MHIDA VR T4 E T =05
T CaEER DB _EICERUEA T,

B EIEMEFTERFORET I =7 )T
EROEEEA T LIEE 201 7F48ICMHIOE
RIZEM4ERFI Ty — 7 PR o2 —I v =47
UMHIDETEESF R EBMEEEZDT R — X
> N ERAE IR ELETIE 201848 DS KE
—EBTED FRRIERDSHEDH W,

FPERIFT8OFEICERAFZEEL MELE
DFETESEEE L. REEMIFE. BB KL D4
ARIEETZSTWVND,

Sandy Nott
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Sandy Nott is the Vice President of the Administration and
Production Control Divisions at Toyota Motor Manufacturing,
Texas, located in San Antonio, where the Tundra and Tacoma
vehicles are produced.

In this role, Sandy is responsible for Production Control, Onsite
Suppliers, Human Resources, Safety, Security, Medical, and
Accounting & Finance.

Sandy began her career with Toyota in 1990 in the Powertrain
Plant at Toyota Motor Manufacturing, Kentucky, Inc., where she
progressedthrough aseries of positions. Her areas of responsibility
included: project planning and management for vehicle and unit
model introductions and changes in North America.

In 2006, Sandy oversaw ordering, logistics and planning as
Assistant General Manager of Manufacturing Planning at Toyota’s
Princeton, Indiana plant. In 2008, she returned to Kentucky
as Production Control Assistant General Manager of Toyota
Engineering and Manufacturing North America, responsible for
vehicle and unit production and volume planning. She later served
as Project General Manager in the Production Control division’s
administration area.

Sandy rotated to the Human Resources division in 2011 where
she was soon promoted to General Manager, responsible for
talent acquisition, talent management and the team member
development center. In 2013, Sandy relocated to San Antonio,
Texas, to join the Toyota Texas plant as General Manager of
Administration and was promoted to Vice President in 2018.

Ms. Nott received her Bachelor of Arts in business administration
from Transylvania University in Lexington, KY.
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Arrey Obenson
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Arrey Obenson serves as Junior Chamber
International (JCI) Secretary General and
comes to this position after serving as a
JCI World Headquarters team member
since February 2002. He has occupied
various positions including Director for
Africa and the Middle East, Executive
Director for Growth and Development
and Deputy Secretary General. Prior to
joining the JCI World Headquarters team,
Obenson served as an Associate in a
legal firm in Cameroon. He is a Barrister
of Law and holds a Master of Law degree
from Washington University in Saint Louis,
United States. As JCI Secretary General,
Obenson is the chief administrative
officer leading the implementation of
the organization’s overall strategy and
supervises a team in accomplishing the
mission of the organization across the
world.
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Naoko Ozaki
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Dr. Naoko Ozaki teaches Japanese at Rice University
in Houston, Texas, and is currently the president
of the Japanese Teachers Association of Texas.
At Rice University, she created and ran a summer
study abroad program called “Rice in Japan” for
three consecutive years. She graduated from
Indiana University with a Ph.D. in Literacy, Culture,
and Language Education with specialization in the
Arabic language. Her doctoral research entitled
“Four Families: A case study of Arabic-speaking
immigrant Muslim parents’ involvement in their
children’s elementary schooling” focused on issues
related to communication between immigrant
parents and elementary school teachers. In addition
to teaching three levels of Japanese, she has also
taught a variety of subjects including mathematics,
intercultural communication, and foreign language
teacher education courses at universities. Today, Dr.
Ozaki gives presentations at national conferences on
innovative pedagogical approach of incorporating
virtual reality data in teaching in order to encourage
students to further develop interactional skills. She
is currently working on research projects with her
colleagues at other Texas universities with the goal of
lessening the gap between the classroom language
and expectations of the Japanese business world.
She also serves on the Board of the Global Education
Center in Nashville, Tennessee.
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Jim Perschbach
L NIV2INYY

Mr. Jim Perschbach is the President & CEO of Port San Antonio.
Perschbach joined the Port in 2014 as the organization’s
Executive Vice President of Business Development—Ileading
a team that provides strategic support to grow advanced
industries on the 1,900-acre campus, including aerospace,
cybersecurity, defense, manufacturing and global trade. He
assumed the role of President & CEO in June 2018.

Previously, he worked as an attorney in private practice with
one of the nation’s largest law firms, where he counseled clients
in sectors that include aerospace and advanced manufacturing.

He is a past chair of the San Antonio Chamber of Commerce’s
Aerospace Committee and the Alamo Academies—a nationally-
renowned program within Alamo Colleges that prepares young
people for careers in aerospace, cybersecurity, manufacturing
and other advanced fields. He is also past chair of Alamo
Colleges’ Scobee Education Center / Challenger Learning
Center.

Perschbach’s current community leadership roles include
serving as an ex-officio board member of the Dee Howard
Foundation and as member of the board of trustees of the United
Way of San Antonio and Bexar County. In 2018 he was appointed
as Honorary Commander of the 502nd Airbase Wing / Joint Base
San Antonio. He has also been named by the Business Journals
as one of the country’s top 100 executives to watch in 2019.

Perschbach holds an undergraduate degree in business
administration from The George Washington University and
earned his law degree from The University of Houston Law Center
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Stephen T. Quigley, Jr
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Mr. Stephen T. “Tim” Quigley, Jr. is President of the
Sister Cities International Foundation, having served
as Chairman of Sister Cities International Board of
Directors.

Mr. Quigley has been in senior executive positions
in private industry, NGO corporations, the federal
government and international organizations for the
past fifty plus years.

Chairman/CEOQ, NPG Multimedia, Inc., Mr. Quigley
has previously been Chairman/CEO, Azores TV and
PIN TV Holding Group, President/CEOQ, Silicon Valley
Defense/Space Consortium, Managing Director/
CEO, Silicon Valley Global Trading Center, Executive
Director, Volunteer Center of Silicon Valley and
Program Director, Green Challenge California.

A 31year career navy veteran and aviator,
Mr. Quigley was the Commanding Officer, Naval
Air Station Moffett Field, one of the nation’s 10
major high technology federal and space agency
installations. His senior Department of Defense
positions included serving as: Director of Strategic
Planning and Policy for the Navy Department and;
as Executive Assistant to Commander in Chief, NATO
Southern Forces Europe and Commander in Chief,
US Naval Forces Europe.

Mr. Quigley is a graduate of the United States Naval
Academy, the John F. Kennedy School of Government
at Harvard University and a former Course President
(1991-92) at the NATO Defense College.
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Edward A. “Ed”
Rice, Jr
IF7—F-A”
IR"SA4 R T2

=7

Ed Rice retired at the rank of general
from the U.S. Air Force on December 1,
2013.  Prior to retirement Ed served
as the Commander of Air Education
and Training Command where he was
responsible for recruiting, training,
and educating Air Force personnel.
From February 2008 to October 2010,
Ed served as the senior U.S. military
commander in Japan, where he worked
closely with other military commanders
and our embassy team to think
through the strategic challenges and
opportunities associated with our most
important ally in the Asia-Pacific region.

Ed holds a Bachelor of Science
degree in engineering sciences from
the U.S. Air Force Academy, a Master of
Science degree in aeronautical science
and technology from Embry-Riddle
University, a Master of Science degree
in national security and strategic
studies from the Naval War College,
and he completed a National Security
Fellowship at the John F. Kennedy
School of Government, Harvard
University.

Ed is currently a private consultant
and serves as the Chairman of the U.S.
Air Force Academy Board of Visitors
and as an advisor/trustee of numerous
other local and national boards.
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Rick A. Ruth
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Rick Ruth serves as Senior Advisor at the
Bureau of Educational and Cultural Affairs,
U.S. Department of State.

Rick joined the Foreign Service in the 1970s
as a specialist on the Soviet Union. Prior to
that, he was on the faculty of the Russian
Department at the University of Arizona.

Following the terrorist attack of 9/11, Rick
was the public diplomacy representative on
the steering committee assembled by the
Secretary of State to guide the Department’s
response in the immediate aftermath of the
attack.

Rick created the office of global alumni
affairs, led the development of cultural
heritage as key component of foreign
affairs, introduced quantitative evaluation
to international public diplomacy and
exchanges, conceived of the first youth
exchange for high school students from Arab
and Muslim countries, and participated in
the first cultural diplomacy mission to Iraq
following American intervention.

Rick has received the Edward R. Murrow
Award for Excellence in Public Diplomacy,
the Presidential Rank Award as a Meritorious
Senior Executive, and was the University
of Arizona’s College of Humanities 2016
Alumnus of the Year.

Rick lived in Japan for two years with his
family, 1954-55.
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Peter Sakai
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On November 7, 2006, Judge Peter Sakai
was elected with nearly 60% of the entire
Bexar County vote to the 225th District
Court bench and was the highest vote-
getter among the contested judicial races.
In 2010, 2014 and 2018, Judge Sakai was
unopposed for reelection for his second,
third and fourth term of office. Through
Judge Sakai’s leadership, he has created
and maintained the cutting-edge and
innovative Family Drug Treatment Court
and the Early Intervention Program of
the Bexar County Children’s Court. Both
courts have been recognized for their
positive impact on the mental health
component of restorative justice. Judge
Sakai was born and raised in the Rio
Grande Valley in South Texas. He received
his Bachelor of Arts and Doctorate of
Jurisprudence from the University of Texas
at Austin. He has been a Chief Prosecutor
for the D.As Office and experienced trial
litigator. He was appointed Associate
Judge of the 289th District Court (Juvenile
Court) and for 11 years was the Presiding
Judge for the nationally renowned Bexar
County Children’s Court. Judge Sakai is
widely recognized as a community leader
and child advocate with numerous local,
state and national awards.
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Kevin Salfen
Fiav IV

Kevin Salfen (Writer, Composer, and Music
Director, PHOENIX FIRE) is Associate
Professor of Music at the University of the
Incarnate Word in San Antonio, Texas. He
has degrees in composition and musicology
from the University of North Texas. His
work on Benjamin Britten has been widely
published, and he has presented at a wide
variety of conferences on topics ranging
from British opera to anime. Salfen lived in
Japan from 2004-6. He became a member of
international performing ensemble Theatre
Nohgaku in 2011, and his performances with
them include the Marksman in the premiére
of ZAHDI DATES AND POPPIES and the chorus
leader and music director for GETTYSBURG.
An award-winning composer, Salfen’s music
has been performed in England, China, and
throughout the U.S. He wrote the music for
2015 Texas Poet Laureate Carmen Tafolla’s
SONG OF THE YANAGUANA RIVER, part of
the outreach-performance project WHERE
RIVERS MEET, for which he also acted as
executive producer. Salfen’s NEW YEAR
CANTICLES was performed in July 2016 at
the National Cathedral.
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Al Salgado
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Al Salgado is the Interim Director - Institute for Economic Development and Executive
Director of the South-West Texas Border Small Business Development Center

The University of Texas at San Antonio. Mr. Salgado is the Regional Director for the
South-West Texas Border Small Business Development Center Network, a regional
network of twelve SBDC Service Centers that serve a 79-county area along the
Texas-Mexico Border. America’s Small Business Development Center Network is the
most comprehensive small business assistance network in the United States and its
territories, and is funded in part through a partnership with the U.S. Small Business
Administration. The South-West Texas Border SBDC Network is a program of UTSA’s
Institute for Economic Development (IED).

Since 1979, the SBDC and the IED have been dedicated to creating jobs, growing
businesses and fostering economic and community development. The IED houses a
variety of programs that provide professional business advising, technical training,
research, market analysis and strategic planning services for entrepreneurs, business
owners and community leaders.

Mr. Salgado leads a team of 120 professionals and support staff that serve the
Texas-Mexico border area as well as regional, national and international initiatives
working in collaboration with federal, state and local government agencies, business
sector partners and clients. The SBDC along with the IED are principal drivers of
UTSA's community engagement mission. The Institute’s programs offer service-
learning opportunities for UTSA students and regularly draw on faculty expertise for
special projects.

Mr. Salgado earned a BBA degree at Eastern New Mexico University and completed
an MBA at Our Lady of the Lake University in San Antonio. Mr. Salgado belongs to
numerous professional and trade organizations. He is most proud of having worked
with Quality Texas Foundation as a Malcolm Baldrige examiner. Elected by his peers
to serve on the America’s SBDC National Association Board as a Member for 8 years
and in a leadership role as Chairman for two years.
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Jenna Saucedo-Herrera
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Jenna Saucedo-Herrera joined the San Antonio Economic
Development Foundation (SAEDF) as president and
chief executive officer in 2016. In this capacity, she is
responsible for advancing the diversification and growth
of the San Antonio regional economy through domestic
and international business development, partnerships and
market strategies.

During her two-year tenure at the helm of San Antonio’s
economic development team, SAEDF has secured over
nine thousand jobs for our community from projects that
include Nissei Plastics, Hulu, EY, The Hut Group, USAA,
OKIN BPS and TJX.

Before joining SAEDF, Saucedo-Herrera served as Vice
President of Public Affairs and Brand Management for
CPS Energy, San Antonio’s municipally-owned electric
and natural gas utility, where she oversaw the economic
development, corporate communications, marketing, and
corporate responsibility functions for the organization.

Sheis an alumna of St. Mary’s University, with a Bachelor
of Business Administration in Marketing Management.
Saucedo-Herrera also serves on several community
boards and councils including: San Antonio Chamber of
Commerce, San Antonio Hispanic Chamber of Commerce,
Visit San Antonio, EPIcenter, BioBridge Global, United Way
of San Antonio and Bexar County, San Antonio Medical
Foundation, and Southwest Research Institute (SwRI)
Advisory Trustee.
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Takehiro  Shimada was  appointed
the Japanese Embassy’s Minister of
Communications and Cultural Affairs in the
United States in August 2017, making this
his second appointment on the Cultural
Affairs team in the United States. Prior to
his assignment in Washington, he served
as the Director of the Japanese Policy
Planning Division for the Headquarters
for the Abduction Issue, as Cabinet
Secretariat.

He joined the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs in 1991, and worked in the areas
of international peace cooperation,
China and Mongolian Affairs, and foreign
policy among others. He has extensive
experience in both economic and political
affairs in addition to cultural affairs.
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John M. Stich
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Mr. John M. Stich has served as the Honorary Consul of Japan
in Dallas since March 1, 2004. During this time, the presence
of Japanese businesses and cultural events in Dallas/Fort
Worth has grown significantly. The Japan America Society
of Dallas/Fort Worth has more than doubled its membership.
In 2012, he led the North Texas Grassroots Summit in
conjunction with the John Manjiro Whitfield Commemorative
Center for International Exchange.

He had a 35-year career with Texas Instruments (TI), which
was primarily aimed at leading the businesses of the company
in Asia. He and his wife lived in Tokyo (8 years), in Taipei (4
years) and in Hong Kong (12 years) for a total of 24 years. Mr.
Stich started and managed TI's business growth in Taiwan,
in Korea and in China. He served as the Vice President-
Semiconductors for TI-Asia, and then the Chief Marketing
Officer of Texas Instruments in Japan. While in Japan, he
served as the President of the Semiconductor Industry
Association-Japan, and was instrumental to help change a
trade dispute involving semiconductors to resolution.

Mr. Stich served as a member of the Board of Directors at
Diodes, Inc and at Spansion, Inc. He serves numerous non-
profit organizations, including being a Board Member of the
Japan America Society of Dallas/Fort Worth, a Board Member
of Numismatics International, a Member of the Consular
Corps of Dallas/Fort Worth and a Member of the Dallas-Sendai
Friendship City Committee. He has received numerous public
service awards, including the Bridges to Friendship Award
from the Japan America Society of Dallas/Fort Worth.
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Hiromi Stringer
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Hiromi Stringer was born in Kyoto, Japan. She
received an MFA in Art from the University of
Texas at San Antonio with multiple merit-based
scholarships. She received her Bachelor of
Science degree from Tottori University, Japan.
Her focus in artmaking is seeing (and sometimes
over-interpreting) the mundane world from
different perspectives. She utilizes drawing,
painting, printmaking and sculpture to visualize
her ideas. In San Antonio, Stringer has exhibited
at artpace, the Blue Star Contemporary, the
McNay Art Museum, the Southwest School of
Art, the University of Texas at San Antonio Art
Gallery, Cinnabar art gallery, REM gallery, and
grayduck Gallery Austin, TX, among others.

She received a grand prize for an art
competition, Eyes Got It! 2014. In 2019. She
is selected for the Blue Star Contemporary
Berlin Residency at Kunstlerhaus Bethanien,
Berlin, Germany. Her recent solo show at the
Southwest School of Art, San Antonio, TX,
Umeyama Time Teleportation Museum (UTTM),
will be a traveling exhibition including the Nave
Museum in Victoria, TX in 2020. A resident of
the San Antonio area, her works are in public,
corporate and private collections in Japan and
the US. She is represented by Cinnabar Art
Gallery, San Antonio, TX.
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artpace, the Blue Star Contemporary, the McNay
Art Museum, the Southwest School of Art, the
University of Texas at San Antonio Art Gallery,
Cinnabar art gallery, REM gallery, grayduck Gallery
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Antonio, TX o
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SATOSHI TAKEISHI
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Satoshi Takeishi, drums, percussion,
has been living in New York since 1991
and he has performed and recorded in
vast variety of genre, from world music,
jazz, contemporary classical music
to experimental electronic music. He
continues to explore multi-cultural,
electronics and improvisational music
with local musiciansand composers in
New York.
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Hiroki Takeuchi

Haruhisa Takeuchi
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Haruhisa George Takeuchi was born in 1952
in Washington D.C. After his graduation from
Hitotsubashi University, he joined the Ministry
of Foreign Affairs in 1975. His appointments
include Consul-General of Japan in London;
Director-General of Intelligence and Analysis
for the Ministry of Foreign Affairs (MOFA);
Ambassador of Japan to the State of
Israel; Ambassador-in-charge of Okinawan
Affairs (MOFA Liaison Office in Naha); and
Ambassador of Japan to the Republic of
Singapore. He retired from the Foreign Service
in 2016 and is now Executive Advisor to Daiwa
House Industry Co., Ltd. He is concurrently
lecturing at the Graduate School of Public
Policy at the University of Tokyo.
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Hiroki Takeuchi is Associate Professor of Political Science, and Director of the Sun & Star
Program on Japan and East Asia in the SMU Tower Center, at Southern Methodist University
(SMU). He received his Ph.D. of Political Science from UCLA, his M.A. of Asian Studies
from University of California at Berkeley, and his B.A. of Economics from Keio University in
Japan. Previously, he taught at UCLA as a faculty fellow of the Political Science Department
and at Stanford University as a postdoctoral teaching fellow of the Public Policy Program.
His research and teaching interests include Chinese and Japanese politics, comparative
authoritarianism, and international relations and political economy of East Asia, as well as
applying game theory to political science. He is the author of Tax Reform in Rural China:
Revenue, Resistance, and Authoritarian Rule (Cambridge University Press, 2014).
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Chris Tashima
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Chris is a Nikkei/Japanese American Sansei
actor and director working in film, television
and theatre. One of his first gigs was a Coca-
Cola commercial for Japanese TV, filmed
in Southern California 35 years ago. Early
theatre training at East West Players in Los
Angeles, under leadership of Mako [B#A
], brought heightened awareness and
appreciation for his cultural roots, working
on productions like Rashomon [#&4FH],
Mishima [=&], and the pioneering plays
of Wakako Yamauchi, Ed Sakamoto and
Jon Shirota. He's been privileged to portray
Japanese and Japanese American roles
onscreen, both historical and fictional, in
numerous independent features and short
films. He is perhaps most widely recognized
as the Academy Award® winning director
of Visas and Virtue [ £+ £ 3£7#], a dramatic
short film recounting the WWII heroics of
Holocaust rescuer Chiune Sugihara [1Z
[RF®@k]. Chris’ company, Cedar Grove
Productions, takes its name from the literal
translation of the Humanitarian diplomat’s
name, and has a mission of bringing
Japanese American and Asian American
experience, identity and narratives to
mainstream audiences. Follow on twitter:
@christashima @CedarGroveProds
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Michael Turner
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Michael Turner is the Culture and
Sports Attaché at the U.S. Embassy,
Tokyo. He oversees educational
exchange programs, cultural activities,
and grass-roots outreach. Michael’s
previous assignments include
Bangkok, Rangoon, Thilisi, Nagoya,
and Washington, DC.

Michael was born in San Antonio,
Texas and has a BFA from Texas Tech
University, and a MA in TESOL from
New York University. Michael lives with
his family in Tokyo
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s/ Yasuhiro Uozumi
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YASUHIRO UOZUMI is the Executive
Director of Keidanren USA. Mr.
UOZUMI succeeded his predecessor,
Mr. ATSUSHI YAMAKOSHI, as head
of Keidanren’s Washington DC office
in June 2018. Mr. UOZUMI joined
Keidanren more than two decades ago.
In the course of his career there, he is
noted for his expertise on such issues
as accounting, taxation, industrial
policies, transportation and emerging
markets, especially in Southeast Asia
and Latin America. He also served as
Secretary to the Keidanren Chairman.

Mr. UOZUMI earned his B.A. in
Economics at the University of Tokyo
and his MBA from Said Business
School at the University of Oxford,
the United Kingdom, with a British
Government Chevening Scholarship.
He also conducted research on
accounting at the Program on U.S.-
Japan Relations of the Weatherhead
Center for International Affairs at
Harvard University. He is a Certified
Public Accountant.
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Rebecca J. Viagran
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Councilwoman Viagran is a San Antonio native
whose family has left a 200 year legacy in San
Antonio and in South Texas. With deep ties
to the Southside community Rebecca made
a commitment at a very young age to serve
others especially those in her neighborhood.
Councilwoman Viagran graduated from Texas
State University where she earned a Bachelor of
Science in urban and regional planning. She then
attended St. Mary’s University, earning a Master’s
Degree in Public Administration. She was first
elected to City Council District 3 in May 2013, and
handily won re-election in 2015 and 2017.

Today Councilwoman Viagran serves as the
Chair of the Economic and Workforce Development
committee for the City of San Antonio and sits as
Co-Chair on the committee for the San Antonio
Economic Development Foundation (SAEDF)
International Advisory Council, the President of the
San Antonio Housing Trust Public Facility, President,
Visit San Antonio, National League of Cities Board of
Directors and various others as a way to serve the
entire City of San Antonio. Later this month Rebecca
will be inducted to the San Antonio Women'’s Hall of
Fame for her public service.

Councilwoman Viagran continues to work
towards providing opportunities for prosperity,
public safety, and progress for the residents of
District 3. Because of her strong roots to this
community, it is her vision to enrich the district
with more places to live, work, play, learn and
thrive.
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Joshua Walker
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Dr.JoshuaW.Walkerisaperpetualbridge-builder,citizen
diplomat, partnership champion, trained academic
and unrepentant global enthusiast passionate about
international affairs with a specialization in the Middle
East and East Asia. He currently serves as the Global
Head of Strategic Initiatives and Japan in the Office
of the President at Eurasia Group the world’s leading
political risk consultancy.

Joshua brings more than two decades of
international business diplomacy to this new role,
most recently serving as CEO and president of the
USA Pavilion of the 2017 World Expo in Astana,
Kazakhstan; founding dean of the APCO Institute;
and senior vice president of global programs at APCO
Worldwide, aleading global strategiccommunications
firm. Before joining the private sector, he worked in
numerous roles at various US government agencies,
including the State Department and the Defense
Department. He is likewise a Transatlantic Fellow at
the German Marshall Fund of the United States and
teaches leadership and the American presidency at
George Mason University. Joshua earned a bachelor’s
degree from the University of Richmond, a master’s
degree from Yale University, and a doctorate from
Princeton University. As a 6’3" European-American
who grew up in Asia proud of his Virginian heritage
as a Son of the American Revolution from George
Washington’s founding chapter, he is based in the
Washington office as a global citizen.
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Hiroyuki Watanabe
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Hiroyuki Watanabe has served as Director of State of Texas Japan
Office since November 2013.

Before inauguration of his current position, he had been
Executive Assistant to the late Ms. Naoko Shirane, Senior Advisor
to the State of Texas and Director of State of Texas Japan Office
from January 2001 to June 2013 when she passed away. Then he
had been Acting Director of State of Texas Japan Office until his
inauguration as Director.

Mr. Watanabe has spent 13 years in State of Texas Japan Office
and worked for the promotion of the investment in Texas by
Japanese companies to seek for sustainable, mutually beneficial
relationships between local communities in Texas and Japanese
companies. His effort to maximize the public interest of Texas by
the increase of employment and tax income has been embodied
as the establishment of the production sites in Texas by Japanese
companies including Toyota Motor Manufacturing Texas, Inc.
which started its production in 2006 in San Antonio.

Mr. Watanabe has also worked for the promotion of people-to-
people exchanges between Texas and Japan. Sister city exchange
such as Houston and Chiba, San Antonio and Kumamoto, Dallas
and Sendai, and Austin and Oita are part of the foundation of
mutual understanding. He has been involved in those activities,
drawing from his experience working with the non-profit “Up with
People” from 1996 to 2000.

Mr. Watanabe holds a B.A. degree in Law from Keio University and
studies at Graduate School of Law, Keio University. He is President
and CEO of non-profit educational organization Children, Life and
Culture Association (CLCA). He is also appointed as Advisor of
investment promotion by the Mayor of City of Kumamoto.
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Kaoru Watanabe
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Kaoru Watanabe is a Brooklyn based composer and musician, specializing in
the Japanese percussion and shinobue flutes. He has spent decades artfully
blending the sounds of Japanese instruments with those from around the world,
collaborating with such artists as National Living Treasure Bando Tamasaburo,
Jason Moran, So Percussion, Adam Rudolph, Kenny Endo, Stefon Harris,
Kiyohiko Semba, Alicia Hall Moran, Tamango, calligrapher Kakinuma Koji, visual
artist Simone Leigh, and director Martin Scorsese, and was a featured guest on
Yo-Yo Ma’s Grammy Award-winning album Sing Me Home.

After graduating from Manhattan School of Music with a BA in jazz flute and

saxophone, Watanabe moved to Japan and joined the world-renowned taiko
performing arts ensemble Kodo, the first non-Japanese to do so. He spent
close to a decade performing with Kodo as well as acting as artistic director of
their world music festival Earth Celebration, where he curated works with such
esteemed guests as Zakir Hussain, Giovanni Hidalgo, Carlos Nunez and Yosuke
Yamashita.
Watanabe has performed his compositions at such prestigious venues as
Carnegie Hall, Lincoln Center, The Kennedy Center, Kabukiza and in Minamiza,
has performed in all 47 prefectures in Japan as well as across the North,
Central and South Americas, Europe, Asia and Australia.
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David Whitley
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David Whitley was appointed and
sworn in as Texas' 112th Texas
Secretary of State by Governor
Greg Abbott on December 17,
2018. Previously, Secretary Whitley
served as Deputy Chief of Staff and
Appointments Director for Governor
Abbott. He began working for then-
Attorney General Abbott in 2004,
serving in various roles including
Assistant Deputy Attorney General.
He is a member of the State Bar
of Texas and volunteers in the UT
Law Mentorship Program. A native
of Alice, Texas, he received both his
finance and law degrees from the
University of Texas at Austin.
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Nelson Wolff
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Nelson William Wolff has represented Bexar County in various
political offices. He served in the Texas House of Representatives,
in the Texas Senate, and the San Antonio City Council as Mayor. He
currently serves as Bexar County Judge, a position he was appointed
to in 2001 and has since been elected to four times, most recently in
November 2014. He is only the second person in more than a century
to serve as both Mayor of San Antonio and Bexar County Judge.

Judge Wolff has worked to improve economic opportunities in
Bexar County. He is an adamant supporter of the emerging local tech
industry and thriving tech ecosystem and led the development and
creation of Bibliotech, the nation’s first all-digital public library. The
third branch, located in a San Antonio Housing Authority facility on
the eastside of San Antonio opened in April, 2018.

The eight-mile Mission Reach of the San Antonio River is a
community investment that proved vital to the UNESCO World
Heritage designation for the Spanish colonial missions. Phase 1 of
the San Pedro Creek Project opened on May 5, 2018—Bexar County’s
300th birthday. It has improved flood control, restored natural habitat,
improved water quality, and stimulated economic development and
celebrated San Antonio’s unique history and culture. It includes
public arts projects that tell the story of the creek and our heritage
and is transforming the creek into a world-class linear park.

Judge Wolff has focused on improving county services. County
improvements in highway and flood control infrastructure have
increased during his tenure. Bexar County has reformed the criminal
justice system to help people with mental health and drug issues.
Bexar County’s new upcoming Justice Intake and Assessment Center
will open in 2018. Two new sheriff substations will open in the fall of
2018.
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Hozumi Yoda
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Hozumi Yoda started with Nissei Plastic Industrial
Co, Ltd in 1989. His first duties included Nissei’s
participation with plastic exhibitions. In 1999. he
was transferred to Nissei America Inc, where he
served as the Vice-President before his promotion
to President. In 2001, Yoda was appointed as the
President of Nissei Plastic Industrial.

Yoda has developed the company’s marketing
strategies to a global perspective and Nissei has
established 3 overseas manufacturing plants
including the plant in Texas.

Using his technical experience, Yoda developed
and patented injection molding machines for Nissei.
Heis also focused on environmental issues affecting
the plastics industry and guides Nissei to research
and develop environment-friendly plastics.

Yoda also serves his community’s economic
development and the development of the plastic
machinery industry in Japan;

In the prefecture of Nagano, he has been serving
as the Executive Director of Nagano Employer’s
Association since 2002 and as the Chairman
of Nagano’s Vocational Ability Development
Association since 2017. He also has been the
Chairman of Japan Plastics Machinery Association
since 2010. Recently was appointed as the
Director of Sakaki Techno Center which promotes
improvement of technology and manufacturing for
the city of Sakaki, where Nissei is located.
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. Nobuaki Yokoo
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Mr. Nobuaki Yokoo is President, Japan-America Society of San
Antonio.

Through engaging with diversified working experiences in one
of the giant global trading and conglomerates of Japan (Sogo
Shosha), Nobuaki acquired the skills and the knowledge of:

- International bids for the construction projects of power
plants and telecommunication networks via Satellite in various
developing countries of East Asia and Latin America

- Project management, financial consortium formation and
accounting practice.

Resided in Japan, Spain and Mexico during this period.
Nobuaki left the company to challenge further global business
experiences and opportunities, where he was assigned to
be a leading manager in the integration process for a British
telecommunication company that acquired a Japanese
telecommunication company. In the United States, after engaging
in the real estate development business, Nobuaki entered into
the automobile manufacturing industry where he obtained the
certifications of Six Sigma Black Belt and IATF 16949 Second
Party Quality Auditor.

B.A. in International Political Science from Keio University in
Japan

Business languages - Japanese, English and Spanish

Recent local voluntary services

* San Antonio Japanese Companies Association:President and
Chairman of the Board (2006-2008)

» Japanese Supplemental School of San Antonio: Principal
(2009-2012)

* Japan America Society of San Antonio: President and
Chairman of the Board (2018 to present)
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The Japan-Texas Symposium Is a program of Sister Cities International
\\ in partnership with the Koyamada International Foundation (KIF),
. hosted by the City of San Antonio and supported by the Ministry

of Foreign Affairs of Japan.
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